February 1997 Progress Report

From: Pastor Evaldas N

Location: Vilnius

What was the total amount of TEAM funds recelved?
$12.00

What were these funds used for?

They were given to assist a young pastor in the city of Joniskis. His
church averages about 30 people. His church is the only evangelical,
Bible believing church in that city. His income is very low and so this
money helped him to buy food for his family.

Do you have any special needs we can pray about?
Pray for souls to be saved in Lithuania

Below, please write a short letter of appreciation to your TEAM
sponsors.

Thank you for making it possible for me to have food for my
family. This helps us and our testimony for Christ in our city where we
are the only Baptist Church. Pray for our people to grow in God’s Word
and in grace.

We thank God for you.

Pastor Evaldas

Note:

Missionary David Rawlston, formerly a pastor in Waycross,
Georgia, is now serving his second term in Lithuania. Pastor and Mrs.
Rawlston are independent missionaries who have a heart and
understanding that the true missions approach is to win the nationals,
and train the nationals to do likewise. His ministry is not built upon what
he can do as an individual missionary, but rather upon what he can
accomplish beyond this lifetime, by duplicating himself in the lives of
others whom he can train for the ministry.

Our foundation greatly appreciates his efforts for the gospel and
for the national preachers in Eastern Europe. We highly endorse his
ministry to churches in the USA who are looking for additional
missionaries to support. David Rawlston can be contacted through our
office, or directly at: Christ To The Nations, P.O. Box 2108, Waycross,
GA 31502. Phone: 912-285-7955
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Christ. The burden is enormous .... many villages in rural areas are
untouched by the gospe! ... Mozambican refugees, which curreptly
comprise 10% of the population of Malawi, have depleted the nation
and the churches of resources ... the church is literate and growing, but
teaching materials are expensive. But even with these obstacles, the”
church has penetrated into every section of society. In spite of it all,
Malawi may be the most spiritually receptive country in central Africal

| can still hear the words of that humble Malawian preacher, “|
thought | was
dreaming ... when |
heard that believers
in  America were
interested in helping
us reach and teach
our people”. Will you
help us turn this
dream into a Yeality
before the nightmare
of Islam destroys the
nation of Malawi?
We have scores of
Malawian preachers
who have met all the

Pastor Banda and the members of Falls Baptist
Cl.z:rch mu,.:t travel.20. mtl;s t(:i Jind a pond requisites of
with enough water in it to baptize sponsorship and are

the new converts. doing their best to
reach their nation. A
sponsorship would
enable them to minister full-time, drastically accelerating their results.
Would you prayerfully consider assisting one of these preachers with
monthly prayer and financial help? Working together ... the dream can
and will become a reality! =

Note: Support for national church planters is given in increments of
$35.00 monthly. We attempt to find two sponsorships for each
preacher. A family or church may give the full sponsorship of $70.00
monthly if they choose. We have more than 500 supported preachers
still needing their second sponsorships and another 300 without any
support. If you are interested in sponsoring a national church planter,
and in doing so, help him to reach those whom you cannot, please
contact our home office at 800-522-4324 and ask for Judy. You'll never
know in this life, what a difference your support can make. | pray God’s
people will not be outdone by the Muslims in our efforts to evangelize
Africa.

1"



February 1997  Progress Report

A Meal in Malawi

by Gordon Daam

On November 24th, Lewis Nelms and | were at the Falls Baptist
Church, which is pastored by Booker Banda, the Final Frontiers Na-
tional Coordinator for the country of Malawi.

At the end of
the services we re-
ceived an invitation
for dinner the next
evening at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Phiri.
Mr. Phiri is a deacon
in the Falls Baptist
Church. Monday,
November 25th was
our last full day in
Africa, and | was
thinking about pizza
and ice cream, not

Gordon Daam explains the heart and goals of another meal of
believers in America who support national ground corn meal,
preachers in other lands. To this one stewed cabbage, and
Malawian pastor declared: “I chicken cut in parts |
thought I was dreaming ...”. couldn't recognize. Of

course we accepted
the invitation. The
evening was delightful.

The Phiri's live, with their five children, in a platted suburban
area. They call them townships. The house was made entirely of
concrete except for the rafters and tin roof. It was clean but sadly in
need of paint. The house was small, | would guess about 600 square
feet. There was no ceiling to contain the sound of beating rain, or the
heat of a beating sun. The living room was decorated with four
calendars. The type where you get a picture with each month - cheap
an.

The men were served in the living room around a coffee table.
There wasn’t room for anyone else. | sat on the broken end of the sofa.
It was a balancing act to keep from falling through. Mrs. Phiri realized
the mistake in seating and found an excuse to get me up and into a
better chair. Mr. Phiri took my place.

It was obvious that the seven Phiri's were excited to have us in
their home. A cake without frosting was served first. Looking at the
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humble surroundings, | thought this might be all we were getting, so |
took a second piece. _

In the conversation that ensued, | learned that the Phiri's
walked fourteen kilometers (nine miles) to the services each Sunday.
They have been doing this for nine years, so as a young family, they"
make the journey each week carrying babies and toddlers.

Pastor Banda said that if he had five families like the Phiri’s he
could go anywhere in Malawi and build a large church.

Mrs. Phiri and her oldest daughter began serving the main
course and the dishes filled the coffee table. We were served a type of
fish which | knew was expensive. It was not what we ate or how it was
prepared, but the obvious sacrifice of this humble family that impressed
me. | asked Pastor Banda on the way home if it would be exaggerating
to assume that one weeks salary was spent on that meal. He said that
was about right. | replied that we had never met the Phiri's before and
they would probably never benefit from our work in Malawi (since our
foundation supports church planters, not laymen). He responded. “In
Africa when we wish to honor someone we don't count the cost”.

No one has ever spent that much feeding me before, and until
we came to Africa, no one had ever walked miles to hear me speak.
The need of financial support for pastors in Malawi is obvious, but |
came away from the dinner thinking that we must be very careful not to
spoil the many riches in love, zeal, and sacrifice that they already have.

Note: Gordon and Denise Daam formerly served as missionaries in
Zimbabwe. Today working with Final Frontiers, the Daam family speaks
in American churches in an effort to raise sponsorships for national
church planters world-wide. Gordon also serves as the Director of our
African Expansion Office.

If any church is interested in having Gordon Daam, Lewis
Nelms or any other of our Final Frontiers representatives for a ministry
presentation in your church, you may contact our international office at
800-522-4324. All of our representatives are experienced in missions
work and are well traveled. If you would like to experience a field with
us, check our “Visionary Trips”itinerary on page 4.

The pastors of Malawi have very little in the area of
study materials. If your church or personal library needs to be
“cleaned out” a little, and you would like to share good books or
out of date Sunday School literature with these preachers,
please send them to Final Frontiers and designate them as
“Malawi Books".
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The purpose of this feature is to introduce our readers to approved preachers who are not
yet sponsored. Itis our hope that their testimonies will verify their worthiness and
need, and will lead to prayer and support on their behalf.

Preacher’s Name:
A-Bear You-Boa

Wite’s Name:
Buthoom

Number of Children:
5

Country:
Thailand

Testimony:

Being of the Akha tribe, | was
raised to worship the spirits and demons.
Our people have been animists for
centuries.

One day an Akha pastor came to my village and told us about
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God. | accepted Him as my Savior.

At that time God gave me a burden to reach my own people. |
have been studying the Bible with my pastor and others who visit us
from time to time.

In the past, | had to spend six days each week growing food for
my family. | was challenged to live by faith and preach the gospel fuil
time. | accepted that challenge and now | have been able to help start
several churches in the past year. One of these was at a village named
Roo-boo.

My family and | live in a bamboo house with a grass roof. We
eat rice and vegetables and on special occasions, we will eat dog or
chicken.

Thank you for sponsoring me. your help has proven that God
honors our faith and that He remains faithful to His servants.

Number of sponsorships needed: only 1 at $35.00 monthly, since
A-Bear is already faithfully supported by the David Eicher family of
Springdale, AR
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Preacher’'s Name:
T. S. Joseph

Wife’'s Name:
Gracy

Number of Children:
3

Country:
India

Testimony:

I was a nominai Christian and
was living with worldly things. Then God
spoke to me and | wanted to learn the
Scriptures. | was baptized in 1985 and
began to work for the Lord. Later, 1 planted a church at Rajalcad Village
and about 40 members are coming for worship now. | am working in this
church and God helps me to draw out many perishing souls for the Lord.

When my wife was 18 she understood that Jesus is the only one
who came to the world for the salvation of men. She believed in Him
and received Him as her personal savior. Now she helps me to do
God’s ministry well.

By working with a team of 20 men, God has enabled me to lead
475 people to Christ and | have started 10 churches. Together we hold
open air evangelistic meetings where we distribute Christian literature
and | have trained 2 preachers who are working for God. | speak English
and Malayalam and work with three different tribal groups. we also work
with children and in the ministry to start new churches.

Since | have no regular income as | don’t work any job outside
God's work, we trust in God for our needs. | need your financial help to
feed my children and clothe them. It is expensive to educate our
children too. Please sponsor us and don't forget to pray for us because
it is through our prayers that God works. We will pray for you that God
will bless you and use you there in America.

Number of sponsorships needed: 2 - each at $35.00 monthly
15
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From: Azauh Nyigu N
Sponsored by: Madson family, Westbrook, MN

I have some prayer requests for you to pray
for me.
1 - Pray for Myanmar soldiers. They are really makers
trouble in the ministry and these soldiers does not like
us preaching and witnessing to the people. They have
been stop us many times.

Last trimester: 2 - Christians/believers here are very poor and lack of

villages clothing and lack of food and sick.

evangelized - 1 3 - Pray for my health and safety traveling. 1 have
been robbed along the way many times. And pray for

churches more family to get save. ‘

started - 25

4 - | am praying for motorcycle use in the ministry. The
peoplesaved - 500  areas that | am ministry are far and about 200
kilometers (125 miles apart).

converts

baptized - 12 Note: Today Myanmar, formerly Burma, is closed to foreign
missionaries and is one of the most restrictive nations in the
world. Even the international press is restricted to the capital
and a few other cities. Support and reports are smuggled in
and out for our foundation.

From: Perparim Demcollari
Sponsored by: Smith family, Decatur, AL

| feel good when | see the joy and the
happiness in the eyes and lips of the people that hear
God's Word and walk in His way. Albanian people for
50 years were on their way to hell. This was a gift that
7 the dictatorship gave to us. Now the people are

:*é.l.!’fd“ﬁ‘” ¥ beginning to understand and many of them are
Last trimester: receiving the gift of God - eternal life.

In a village where we go every week, a
villages Moslem priest and some of his friends started to make

evangelized - same  prassyre on us and force the little children to go in the
churches mosque. But do you know what’s happened? We don't
started - none know who, but somebody one day burned all the

books of the Moslem and blocked the door of his
people saved - 5 house. Many villagers have told to that Moslem to
converts leave, and the students of the school start coming in
baptized - 0, river  OUr church more and more. We are with God and God

is frozen  is with us.
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Last trimester:

villages
evangelized - 1

churches
started - 10

people saved - 165

converts
baptized - preparing
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From: Lucas Ulo, National Coordinator

sponsored by: Lynch family, Nashwauk, MN
Mann family, Des Moines, IA
Herrlinger family, Hastings, MN

| got your brotherly support. You may not so
easily understand the amount of unspeakable joy and
deep gratitude we have for you. We are also blessed
by your prayers too.

Our work of evangelism and church planting
is moving on by God's grace. Your self sacrifice and
sponsorship have been a great way of
encouragement. You have really aided us to advance
the Gospel of Grace to many places where it Has not
been before. We organized village crusades. | invited
some of our local preachers who ministered with me.
We hired a plant for electricity (generator) and P.A.
system. We spent much money for these as we don't
have them. But we couldn't print posters and hire
evangelistic films. These are costly to rent
nevertheless, hundreds of souls flock to the crusade.

Our small crusades last for a period of three
days, Friday - Sunday. We start by 6 -10 p.m. We
first of all sing some in both vernacular and English
languages. It is followed by hymns from Sanky. We
then have someone from each church to give a
testimony of their conversion. This inspired the
villagers to come out without shame and accept the
Lord Jesus Christ. So far we have done this in eight
villages. Many souls have been saved but we have
not been able to open churches in all these villages.
We have plans to do so in the future but we lack the
finances and equipment. Please pray about this.

We are now preparing some of the new
converts for baptism. Of those are three men from
Oboama village. The villagers praise god on their
behalf. These men were armed robbers and drug
addicts. They are serious about serving God but
because of their conversion, they are now jobless.

| have eye problems so | wear heavy glasses.
I am 39 years old and have been a minister as an
itinerant evangelist for many years. My eyes give me
much pains and worries.
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The following began sponsorship since last month’s report.
For information regarding sponsorship refer to the "Now it's your turn®  *
voucher attached to the enclosed envelope.

Nelson and Carol Ditzler in Elkton, MD
sponsored Yintang Dee in Myanmar
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Sorensen in Slayton, MN
sponsored Antionio M. Salazar in the Philippines
Don Thoreson in Farmington, MN
sponsored Mohammad Hussain in India (2)
Paul and Jayme Wilken in Ames, IA
sponsored Phantawit Worrawiwat in Thailand
Brent and Tori Haverkamp Ames, IA
sponsored M. Mariyadas in India
Tim and Tara Gartin in Ames, 1A
sponsored M. Mariyadas in India
Julie Reilly in Kalamazoo, Ml
sponsored Santiago Sequeira Rocha in Nicaragua
Frederick and JoDee Nelson in Vicksburg, Mi
sponsored Richard Kla Wesley in Liberia
Steve and Sheri Gansen in Kalamazoo, M!
sponsored Ernest Alawoku in Ghana
Carry and Sandra Robertson in Schoolcraft, Ml
sponsored Booker P.K. Banda in Malawi
Ron and Mary Player in Stanton, NE
sponsored Booker Pikeni Kapalamula Banda in Malawi
Steven and Karen Terry in Neligh, NE
sponsored Henry Kilpatirck Muteneka in Zambia
Keith and Elaine Chapman in Stanton, NE
sponsored Nghia Xuan Pham in Vietnam
Fairwinds Baptist Church in Bear, DE
sponsored Maximo Casco Centeno in Nicaragua (2)
Rafael Juan and Mary Ellen lgartua in Evans, GA
sponsored Kong Visey in Cambodia
and Patrick Azariah De-Khryst in Ghana
and Molnar Nicolae in Romania
Elsie Burke in Dearing, GA
sponsored Kong Visey in Cambodia
and Rodolfo Avendano Solano in Costa Rica
and Rajeswara Rao in India (a Child Care orphan)
Jon Nelms in Bartow, GA
sponsored Phillippe Serradji in France
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Lou and Bobbl Dempsey in New Castle, DE
sponsored Joseph Chacko in India
Carlo and Debby DeStefano in Newark, DE
sponsored Guillermo Acuna Tercero in Nicaragua
Falth Baptlst Church Youth Group in Chetek, Wi
sponsored K.C. Shaiji in India
Dennls and Debble Tapp in Chetek, WI
sponsored K.C. Shaji in India
Anonymous g
sponsored Pham Tu in Vietham
Robert and Sandy Meyer in Stuart, FL.
sponsored Salvador Flores Miramontes in Mexico
Madison Day in Hartselle, AL
sponsored billy Nailga Banzon in the Philippines
Robert and Elolse Drennan in Upper Marlboro, MD
sponsored Yerick Musapirov in Kazakhstan
and Sao Houn in Cambodia
and Dadala Papa Rao in India
and Juan Garcia Salez in Guatemala
and Tu Lu A-Jaw in Thailand
and Thomas I. Ambani in Kenya
and Ibo Dudgardo Senmache Rodriguez in Peru
and Yungkaq Kwin in Myanmar
and Guadalupe Perez Velasquez in Guatemala
and Brother Liu #22 in China
Joseph and Diana Ramirez in Churchton, MD
sponsored An Na Micoh in Vietnam
Jay and Sherrie Young in Millesville, MD
sponsored Basil Omuse Ingobete in Kenya
Stephanie Parreco for the Rlverdale Baptist Middle School in Upper
Marlboro, MD
sponsored Tomas Velasquez Zunun in Guatemala
Ralph and Jean Brown in Madison, GA
sponsored TEAM ZAMBIA
Stephen and Matthew Gansen in Kalamazoo, Ml
sponsored TEAM MEXICO
Eugenla Shawa Phen in Miami, FL
sponsored TEAM INDIA
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Reports received since last
month’s Progress Report
indicate there were ...

202 Churches Started

664 Villages Evangelized
8,770 Professions of Faith
3,238 Believers Baptized

Non-profit Org
U.S. Postage Paid

Louisville, GA
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Combined totals from all reports
received since our beginning in
January 1987 indicate there
have been ...

7,007 Churches Started
26.952 Villages Evangelized
246,134 Professions of Faith
71,811 Believers Baptized

A current total of all statistics
indicate there are ...

790 Preachers Supported
996 Preacher Sponsorships
107 TEAM Sponsorships
34 Orphans Supported
35 Countries involved in

Final Frontiers Foundation
Louisville, GA 30434 USA
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