
July I August 2000 Progress Report 

From: Randall Stirewalt 
Location: Kenya 

I hate to report this but, we still don't have electricity most 
days, most times for 14 hours at a time. Even now I am writing on 
the generator. I have become so used to stumbling around in the 
dark that I forget to turn on lights the few times we do have electricity. 
Kenya has some real problems right now. In Nairobi there is no 
water and there are large housing estates who have not had water 
for months. They go and stand in lines to buy it. At least we have 
not faced this problem yet here in Eldoret. 

Kenya is really having problems in many areas, hundreds of 
people have lost their jobs because how do you work with no 
electricity? There are still more losing their jobs every day. Pastor 
James Ndungu Kingori was coming back to Kenya after teaching in 
the Bible School in Uganda this week and he was beaten and robbed 
of almost all of his FFF money. Times are really getting hard and 
Kenya needs much prayer. 

Moses Edukon Kaagiro works in one of the hottest and driest 
places in Kenya. The temperature is well over 100 degrees every 
day and this is one of the places that people are starving because of 
lack of rain. The government has been giving them some food, but it 
is not enough to meet the many needs there. Recently, Moses was 
burying someone and found a man in the cemetery just sitting there. 
He began to talk to him and he told Pastor Moses that he had come 
there to die. He had no money, no food, and no strength to go on so 
he went to the cemetery to wait to die. He had eaten nothing for the 
past three days. Moses talked to him and led him to the Lord, took 
him home and fed him. Now that man is a member of his church. 

Note: 
TEAM is an acronym standing for Together Effectively Advancing the Ministry. The purpose 
of TEAM is to help provide funding for necessary projects carried out by the preachers we 
support, and to help with funding for preachers without current support. TEAM donors are 
often readers who cannot afford sponsorship of a preacher ($35.00), but do want 10 help 
the cause by an offering of at least $10.00 monthly. TEAM sponsors are allowed to direct 
their giving to a specific country where we are involved. For more information, refer to the 
"Sponsorship Information" page. 
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The Time of Evangelizing
 
By Matthew Hood 
Director of European Expansion 

Romania has enjoyed much 
progress since the fall of communism there 
more than 10 years ago. Since it is one of 
the flrst nations in Eastern Europe to break. 
free of the restrictions of communism and 
atheism, it has been visited by more 
western missionaries than perhaps any 
other country in the region (with the 
possible exception of Russia). So it should 
come as no surprise that Final Frontiers 
has found more sponsors for Romanian 
preachers than any other Eastern European 

Pastor Pavel Badea and country. I have been personally blessed to his wife Flor/ca. Pastor
have a small part in helping to spread the Badea is the National
Gospel in that land. I was further blessed Director for Final 
to take a trip there in February to Frontiers in Romania. 
encourage the preachers there, to preach 
with them, to get a flrst hand update on how things are progressing, and to 
receive three new applications for possible support. 

The spiritual situation in Romania is much different than some of 
us in America might envision. We love to think of Eastern Europe as a 
place where the people are getting saved in droves, Bibles and tracts are 
being snatched up faster than we can pass them out, and new churches are 
being started almost on a weekly basis. In Romania, as in many countries, 
this is no longer the case; the fervor is dying down, the people are 
becoming cautious or just plain used to all the preaching, and there are 
attempts in some places to reintroduce laws restricting religious freedom. 
Does this mean it is time to leave this area of the world, and go 
somewhere else? Far from it! Now is the time to roll up our sleeves, and 
really get to work. The initial excitement of the fall of communism was a 
great blessing. The big crowds listening to street preaching, the intense 
interest in simple Gospel tracts given out, the great numbers of people 
responding to invitations-these are memories that we will treasure all our 
lives, and we will tell them to our children and grandchildren. But now 
the hard work is coming, and we do not see the quick results that we had 
seen at flrst. However, it is this stage of spreading the Gospel in the land 
that will ultimately have the strongest, longest lasting fruit. 

After a few minor snags, I arrived in Oradea, Romania by train 
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from Budapest on Saturday evening, February 19th. I met our Romanian 
National Director, Pavel Badea, Pastor of Haml (Grace) Baptist Church, 
and a week full of activity began. When we were communicating via 
e-mail before the trip, he had mentioned .that the snow had been falling, 
that winter was here, and it was "the time of evangelizing". I assumed he 
was speaking in a picturesque, symbolic way. When I arrived in 
Romania, I found out how literally that was meant. In the villages of 
Romania, the people make their living in agriculture, mostly on small 
family farms. It is during the winter time, when the people are resting 
from their labors, and before they need to prepare the fields for sowing, 
that the preachers hold evangelistic services in the villages. During almost 
every week of January and February, Brother Badea and about half a 
dozen of his preachers were in one village 
or another, holding special services. 
Although the outward responses are not as 
spectacular as we in America have heard 
about, souls are being saved, the new and 
existing churches are being strengthened, 
and contact is made with individuals and 
families which may have been difficult to 
reach in the past. It is during this time of 
rest for the farmers that the sowers of the 
spiritual seed are laboring their hardest. 

During my short stay, I had the 
privilege to preach in evangelistic services 
in two villages, Campani and Botean. The 

Matt Hood (right) preach­former is a new church planting effort, and 
ing at an evangelisticthe latter is one that has been successfully 
service in the village ofstarted, but still has few members. To see 
Botean.how God was working would make any 

God-fearing Christian to tremble. Both of these small meeting places were 
packed beyond what we would think possible, and the only form of 
advertising was door to door verbal invitations and word of mouth. This 
was in the face of Satan's best efforts at defeating the spread of the Gospel. 
The Romanians consider themselves to be Romanian Orthodox, simply by 
virtue of the fact that they are Romanian. They tend to distrust small 
churches, especially if they meet only in a rented room (as one of them 
does), rather than in a big, grand building. The Orthodox priests tell their 
people not to trust the Baptists, and to remain loyal to their heritage. Right 
before my arrival, there had been an effort to legally declare the Orthodox 
Church to be the State Church, forbidding all attempts to gain a convert 
away from it. It did not pass, but many of the people wanted it to. 
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Despite these strong cultural barriers, lost people would fill the meeting 
rooms, and sit attentively through services that last an average of 2 hQurs. 
In Botean, the tiny church kept filling up, even after the start of the 
service. While hymns were being sung,.the small children were taken OU\, 
so that those standing could sit. And yet more came in. By the time the 
influx stopped, there were over 100 people in the "auditorium" that· 
measured about 20 by 30 feet. The center aisle was filled with people 
standing, and no one could play the small organ, because five people were 
sitting on the bench. I was told that the services in many of the villages 
that winter were filled just like that. Though the numbers of decisions 
were not astronomical, souls have been getting saved. It is during this 
intense labor that the new and existing churches experience their greatest 
growth. But it is hard work, just as is the regular, day by day, week by 
week work of the national , .. 
missionaries. 

During the day, when I 
was not preaching (l also 
preached in two midweek prayer 
meetings), I had the joy of 
meeting several of the preachers 
supported through Final 
Frontiers, and they took me to 
many of the villages in which 
they are working. They gave me The large group assembled for 
a chance to feel what it is like to the evangelistic meeting in 
travel from village to village, in Botean. They wavingare a 
old cars that are held together by greeting to us here in America. 
prayer, and burning gas at $2.00 
per gallon (the average job pays $50 - $100 per month). In 6 days, I was 
able to visit 13 villages. That might seem like a very full week. But for 
these men of God, such a full schedule is their life. They repair their own 
cars, drive over treacherous, sometimes unpaved roads several times a 
week to minister in remote farming communities. On average, these 
missionaries are trying to reach 2-4 villages at a time. One of our 
preachers said that he spends over one million lei (the average monthly 
wage) per month just on gas for his car. They are at times frustrated, and 
feel that they cannot adequately evangelize and disciple in so many places 
at once. Yet they do not quit, because they know that if they do not go, 
there is no one else waiting to do it. ' 

One of the goals of this trip was to edify and encourage Pastor 
Badea and the preachers sent out from his church. During my stay, I 
found that they appreciated it very much. It seemed at times that they 
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were eager to have a chance to fellowship with someone else in the 
ministry, who can understand their burdens and blessings. They often 
seemed relieved to hear that they have not been forgotten, that their lives 
and ministries are real to us over here, and that we are remembering the~ 

in prayer. These national preachers are not just "people way over there"; 
they are real people--our broth­
ers-and need closeness and en­
couragement from the brethren, 
just as we do. At times, they 
poured out their hearts about 
their feelings of loneliness, the 
trying of their faith, their frustra­
tion, and their physical exhaus­
tion. They shared with me some 
very important prayer requests 
for their people; they let me 

Pastor Gherghe Onaca fixing his know of the burden they carried, 
car before taking Matt to the as they attempted to raise up 
villages where he evangelizes. spiritual children to maturity. 

And then, my heart was moved 
as those whom I had met on my previous trip there two years ago, told me 
how they still thought about me, and they even remembered little tidbits 
about my life. One preacher and his wife showed me my family's prayer 
card that they keep in their living room, and told me that they had been 
praying for me every night in their family devotions. They also wanted 
me, and the sponsors in America, to know how much of a difference the 
support through Final Frontiers makes in their ministries. Without it, they 
would still serve Christ, but not nearly as effectively, nor would their basic 
needs be met. (In one family, I personally saw that their meals had 
changed from noodles and margarine to chicken, potatoes, and vegeta­
bles.) 

One of the preachers, Gheorghe Onaca, shared a very important 
prayer request with me, that perhaps few of us in America have thought 
about as a need in the former communist countries. He is currently 
working in three villages. Two of the churches he has started are still in 
the early stages, but in one village, Dusesti (pronounced doo-sheshts), he 
has built the church up to a very respectable size-70 faithful adult 
members, not counting children and visitors. On the surface, this looks 
like a great success. In some ways, it is. But most of these members are 
still immature Christians, who do little more than show up for the services. 
He has been preaching lately on giving oneself up completely to the Lord, 
and supporting God's work financially. He is finding it difficult to 
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Preacher and Orphan Sponsorships: 
The following began sponsorship of a national preacher or orphan since last.
 

month's report. For information regarding sponsorship refer to the
 
"Now it's your turn" voucher.
 

• The Baptist Chapel: Jacksonville, FL 
Sponsored: Jithuka Daveedu from India, B. David 
Raju from India, and Lucio E. Silva Garcia from 
Nicaragua 
• Lynly De Lacy: Lansing, MI 
Sponsored: Gnapi Gnanzouo from the Ivory Coast 
• Joshua Zeron: Elkton, MD 
Sponsored: Jayeh So Cher Gu from Myanmar 
• Milton and Joan Dow: Portage, MI 
Sponsored: Daniel Wafula Simiyu from Kenya 
• An Upward Look S. S. Class: Portage, MI 
Sponsored: Jacob Luvai from Kenya 
• West Rome Baptist Church: Manitou Beach, MI 
Sponsored: Nguyen Luan #2 from Vietnam, Solomon 
Kilaka Elomdanga from Kenya, and E. Losif Pop from 
Romania 
• Tom Cooper: Las Vegas, NV 
Sponsored: John Thumbi Kigwa from Kenya and 
David Ngure Kabuga from Kenya 
• Larry Allen: Sanford, NC 
Sponsored: Peter Barasa Obwana from Kenya 
• Jack Stokes: Portage, MI 
Sponsored: Orlando Scott Scott from Costa Rica 
• Steve and Helene Braddy: Warren, MI 
Sponsored: Samson Wafula from Kenya, and Lawson 
Kwasi Doe from Ghana 
• Rick and Julie Joslin: Vicksburg, MI 
Sponsored: Johnstone Ombeba from Kenya 
• Madison and Lisa Day: Hartselle, AL 
Sponsored: Juttuka Moses from India 
• Mark and Michelle Wolthuis : Vicksburg, MI 
Sponsored: Orlando Scott Scott from Costa Rica 
• Chris and Beth McGarvey: Wheaton, IL 
Sponsored: Brother Wei #3 from China 
• Bernard Lemmen: Holland, MI 
Sponsored: Danilo T. Gamas from Philippines 
• Gary and Joy Stewart : Vicksburg, MI 
Sponsored: Daniel Wafula Simiyu from Kenya 
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Orphan's Name:
 
Esther Washington
 
Country:
 
Ghana
 
Family Background:
 

Esther's father and mother were 
captured by rebels and were killed. Esther 
was taken in by her half-brother's mother 
who was able to escape to Ghana with five 
children. Life in Ghana was so difficult that 
this widow could not cope with the situa­
tion and had to stop the childrenlrom going to school for 2 years. 
This poor widow was facing the problems of feeding and 
accommodation. No one seemed to help her. Finally, she 
abandoned the children and went to stay in an unknown 
destination. The children were therefore taken into the 
orphanage. Your sponsorship of Esther will help us be able to 
feed and clothe her and give her an education. 

Number of Sponsorships Needed: one at $35.00 

Orphan's name: Timothy Annor 
Country: Ghana 

Both parents of Timothy are alive. 
They reside in the community in which the 
mission is operating. The parents called 
one day and said that they were really suf­
fering and that the economic situation of 
the country was not favoring them at all. 
They also went on to say that the burden 
was too much for them to bear. They have 
six children and none of them were attend­

ing school. Feeding them sometimes was even a very big prob­
lem to them. There are eight in the family and they occupy a 10 
by 10 foot room. They appealed to our orphanage for us to take 
in 2 or 3 of their children so that they can receive an education. 
Rev. Richard accepted responsibility for 3 of the children for 
Christ's sake. Timothy and his brothers Shadrach and Washing­
ton are now attending God's Royal Army International Academy. 
With your help, their feeding , clothing, housing, schooling and 
medical facilities are provided by the Grace of God through the 
mission. 

Number of Sponsorships Needed: one at $35.00 
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spending most of his time giving cooking lessons. So he shared an entirely dif­
ferent kind of food than he expected. The ladies were so pleased and surprised 
at how he could liven up the food that they have begged him to go back and 
teach them more about how to cook with what they have on hand, right there in 
their fields. And I should add that we all greatly enjoyed the good meals he pre" 
pared for everyone. 

That same night, I preached at the service and we enjoyed the beautiful 
fellowship with the brethren. We were welcomed with special music, poems, 
and other demonstrations of love and gratitude. It was a wonderful blessing! 

On the 24th, we met with the church leaders. Four of the leaders are 
retired pastors who continue to help in the church. One of these pastors is over 
80 years old and continues to work hard for the Lord. These pastors receive a 
monthly pension of 150 Cuban pesos a month, which is about 8 US dollars. 
That night Adrian preached. It was a time where the Lord touched all of our 
hearts. (By the way, Cubans usually have church services every day of the week. 
The services start at 8:30 PM and end around 11:00 PM daily!) 

The 25th was a beautiful day because we dedicated the library. Over 
300 people were in attendance. There were many tears, especially in the eyes of 
the four retired pastors who have been praying for books for their church for 
many, many years. It was my privilege to preach on Sunday morning. I also 
had the opportunity to present the Source of Light lessons. I left samples of 
each lesson. Please pray that the lessons we send in the future will get through 
to them. 

Adrian preached at the 
evening service in spite of great op­
pression from the enemy that we could 
all sense. There was a carnival going 
on in town. We are told that the lights 
never go out in Santanillo, but near the 
end of Adrian's sermon, the lights 
went out. He just went right on One of the mISSIonary families 
preaching. That day, we were able to pictured here in front of their 
give the church a gift for them to buy a house made of wood with a 
sound system and amplifier, which tar-paper roof. 
they badly need. It was hard to make
 
ourselves heard in the wooden structure with no sound system. On the 26th,
 
three of the five national missionaries that the church has in remote villages,
 
traveled to Santanillo to meet us. The pastor particularly wanted me to meet one
 
missionary that wasn't able to get to town. So we hired a taxi to take us on a
 
one hour trip to visit the mission.
 

Once we got there, I had quite a surprise in store for me. The mission­
ary, his wife and three children live in a wooden hut with a tar paper roof. The 
house was in very poor condition - literally falling apart because of recent heavy 
rains. Rain comes right into the house, etc. My heart was touched to see the 
terrible condition these servants of the Lord are living in. They work full-time 
for the Lord and are totally dedicated to His service. 

During our conversation, I found out that in the same village there is an 
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elderly Christian couple that wanted to sell their house and land in order to move 
to Santanillo. We went to see the house. I thought that perhaps I could l~e an 
offering so the missionary could begin saving in order some day buy the house, 
though I thought that day would be a long way off. We went to see the house - ~t 

has three rooms (including a kitchen and a bathroom) ,running water, electricity, 
a cement floor, a corrugated metal roof, and a quarter of an acre of land with fruit 
trees on it. Everything is in good condition and has been well cared for. I 
worked up the courage to ask the elderly couple how much they wanted for their 
property. What a surprise to have them say their price was 250.00 US dollars. I 

could not believe it! I thought that perhaps 
that's what they wanted as a down payment. 
Or maybe it was the price for the house without 
the land, or vice versa. Or maybe I couldn't 
understand their Cuban Spanish. But it turned 
out that the TOTAL price for the land AND 
the house was really $250.00! I hadthe "left 
over" money from the trip with me. I found a 
place where I could pray for a few minutes and The new house that Manuel 
felt quite sure that we should buy the house. was able to purchase with the 
I'm thankful that the Lord allowed me to be an"left-over" money from the 
instrument in blessing that missionary family. Itrip. You can hardly see the 
wish you could have been with me to see the house for all the fruit trees! 
joyful reaction of the pastor and his wife, the 

missionary and his wife, and the elderly couple that was selling their house. 
Each considered it an answer to their prayers. God has His own purposes and 
time frames. I really thought it was quite unfortunate that we were not able of fly 
to Santanillo, but it was quite the opposite. It was an enormous blessing. 
Praise the Lord for His infinite wisdom! 

On the 27th, we returned to Havanah. The bus trip was rather tiring, but 
our hearts were full of gratitude. We were able to rest in the hotel in Havana that 
afternoon and part of the night. Early on the 28th, we boarded our plane to return 
to Mexico. Our suitcases were almost empty_ We left behind a lot of toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, pencils, pens, and most importantly the books. Our wallets 
were basically empty too. But we returned with hearts full of gratitude because 
God had allowed us to participate in His work in Cuba. 

On account of the long bus rides, we basically lost two days we would 
have spent with the brethren. However, we could see that for this particular trip, 
it was part of God's plan. Lord willing, I'd like to return some day when I can 
spend more time with the brethren to give some leadership seminars for the 
leaders, and some family seminars for the whole church. Pray that this will one 
day be possible. 

If you would like to help advance the Gospel of Christ in Cuba and help 
to encourage and uplift your Cuban brothers and sisters in Christ. Please 
consider sending a one-time gift or becoming a monthly sponsor of TEAM Cuba. 
Your financial assistance will be a great blessing in lifting the burden ofpoverty. 
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Last trimester: 

villages 
evangelized - 2 

churches 
started - 1 

people 
saved - 34 

converts 
baptized - 20 

From: James Ndungu Kingori 
Sponsored by: James Ogden and Belpre 
Baptist Church 

Dear Sponsor, 
Much greetings for your friend and co­

worker in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. 
We highly thank the Lord that you pray with 
us and support us. Dear brother in Christ we 
are safe and sound breaking the hard ground 
to reach people to accept salvation th~t is in 
Christ our Lord. 

In our present Kenya, economically we 
are down since some eight years back. 
There has been very little rainfall country 
wide and many people are facing hunger. 
We are still praying that God will bless our 
country as we repent our sins and pray unto 
Him for with God everything is possible. It 
has been reported over the radio that people 
are eating donkeys and dogs for food. 
Special commodities are very high priced. 
Children who are supposed to be in primary 
school have left schooling for the last two 
years. 

Because of lack of rain many Kenyans 
are going without electricity for more than 12 
hours either at day time or night. Many 
people are jobless, because many factories 
are closing their businesses due to lack of 
power. 
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Last trimester: 

churches 
started - 2 

Villages 
evangelized - 3 

people 
saved - many 

converts 
baptized - 12 

From: Justice Hayford Aggrey 
Sponsored by: Newberg Norton Church 

Dear Sponsor, 
Grace from Calvary rest and abide with you 

always. Thank you very much for your support which' 
has gone a long way in the ministry. May I inform you 
that the money has helped bring four extra workers to 
the Lord's vineyard. 

The money was shared to these workers who 
are working seriously for the Lord. Each received part 
of the money. Part of the money was given to a needy 
church member who was going through ,major 
problems. She is now serving God in happiness. Part 
of it was also used to purchase roofing sheets for a 
village church which had their roofing off the building 
due to rain storm. The rest of the money was used for 
a leadership training course for the church leaders. 

From: Molnar Nicolae 
Sponsored by: Donald Brown 

Dear Sponsor, 
I thank you for your help and I pray 

If;Ui~ Icontinuously for you. I am very busy working for 
,,~?/. ==" '-'- God with the building of the new church. The 

Last trimester: 

churches 
started - 1 

villages 
evangelized - 1 

people 
saved - 2 

converts 
baptized - 0 

building goes slowly due to the fact that most of the 
brothers are old and their material situation is sad. 

We don't understand what is happening to 
Romania. We had a difficult winter. In March and 
April, we had floods all over the country and many 
houses were broken. In May and June, It didn't rain 
at all and all the crops are destroyed. People are 
devastated. Every church has services in which 
there are prayers that God will have mercy on 
Romania. Every month, the price of food is going 
up. You are a real blessing for us. Pray for us. We 
are looking forward to hear from you. 
God bless you! 
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N~zt'4~~... 
Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: (home) 

_ State: 

(office) 

Zip: 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

.. 

Please contact me about: 
o hosting a fund raiser at our church 
o participating in a fund raiser 

o Check here if this 
is a new address or 
phone number. 

lUke what Final Frontiers is doing around the 
world and I feel led of the Lord to help out. 

Please find enclosed my donation of: 

$-------­
for the following worker: 

for the following project: 

I am interested in making a monthly commitment to this 
ministry. Please send me information on the following: 

o Sponsoring a national preacher 
($35.00 monthly) 

o Sponsoring a country's TEAM 
(minimum of $10.00 monthly per country) 

o Sponsoring an orphan 
($35.00 monthly) 

o Sponsoring the Final Frontiers home office 
(any amount) 

o Membership in the Final Frontiers Society 
($45.00 annually) 
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335 
1,966 

10,498 
3,009 

Churches Started 
Villages Evangelized 
Professions of Faith 
Believers Baptized 

12,595 
51,271 

434,159 
133,072 

Churches Started 
Villages Evangelized 
Professions of Faith 
Believers Baptized 

762 
1,101 

81 
63 
44 

Preachers Supported 
Preacher Sponsorships 
TEAM Sponsorships 
Orphans Supported 
Countries involved in 

Visit us on the
 
Web at:
 

http://www. 
finalfrontiers.org 


