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malaria medicine. One pastor in the previous two months had buried
two sons, his brother and his father...all for lack of a few dollars to:buy
medicine. It is difficult to hear such stories, but imagine my shame
when | sat before these men, being probably 30 pounds overweight, as
most Americans are; to come face to face with the reality that what |
spent on a can of Coke could have saved a life.

When | first traveled to Africa, | was allowed to hear stories of
the persecution that is taking place in Ghana. Just as they have done
unsuccessfully in Ethiopia for years, the Muslims have begun a cam-
paign to destroy Christianity. Their method is to kill all Christian adults
and to sell their small
children into slavery. It
is estimated that in
southern Ethiopia
alone, more than
50,000 children of
Christian parents have
been sold into slavery
to wealthy Muslim fami-
lies in Libya, Algeria
and other lands. One
Ghanaian pastor was
tied to a chair in his

As a result of sharing his faith in his village, ho mz an(bl f°lfced to
Pastor Verraswamy was taken to a mosque, watc asl usim mep
tied with ropes, beaten until bloody and rgpeated y raped his
banished from his home. wife and daughter, then

cut their throats. After-
wards, they castrated the pastor. Leaving him bloody and broken, they
poured gasoline upon the house and set it on fire in an attempt to burn
him alive and destroy the evidence. Though he was severely burned
and will continue to suffer, the pastor miraculously escaped with his life.

In Vietnam, 40 men are put in a jail cell meant to house only
two. They are unable to walk or sit. They stand continually and are
forced to defecate and urinate on themselves. The disease is rampant,
the stench unbearable, but there is more. This cell has no windows.
About twenty feet above is an iron grate, through which their food is
thrown. In addition, the guards urinate on them and throw cold water on
them at night to freeze them. After the water is thrown, they pour bags
of lye on them to increase their suffering.

In China, Christians are sent to prison camps and used for
forced labor to manufacture cheap products to sell in the USA and
abroad. Since 1989, the already severe persecution of Chinese Chris-
tians has significantly increased.
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In Guatemala, Baptist pastors in remote mountain villages are
pelted with rocks at the order of the local Catholic priest.

In India, Hindu zealots beat, cripple and murder teams of
evangelists who dare to enter their. villages with the gospel. Ong,
convert, after sharing his new faith with his family, was taken by his
father and brothers, tied to his bed, doused with gasoline and set on
fire. After being rescued by Christians, he was trained for the ministry
and is now a pastor.

The stories of persecution that | have personally seen are
seemingly innumerable. Those which | have heard of are legion. There
are an estimated 160,000 Christians martyred each year. It seems that
there is no end to the suffering that God’s people must endure in this
life. We know it and are prepared for it, or so we think. Yet, as | have
talked to so many who have suffered, over and over what | have,heard
is that the worse part of it, was the feeling that none of God’s people
cared because it seemed that no one was doing anything about it. This
feeling of total helplessness and desertion is one that | have come to
know first hand. It is simply unbearable.

I thank God that today, the world is
waking to the reality that Christians are
being persecuted. It is becoming glar-
ingly apparent that the reality of the lions
of the coliseum was not the end of suf-
fering, but rather the beginning. The
question that remains is, “What can we
do about it?”

| don't have all the answers,
and | don't believe that money is the
answer to every problem. | believe we
need to pray earnestly and to do what-
ever God leads us to do. Yet, we are told
in the book of James about the
hypocrisy of sending beggars away say-
ing, “God bless you, be warmed and
filed,” and then doing nothing to warm or
fill them. | just don’t want to be hypocriti-
cal in that area. I'm not perfect, God knows that better than my
accusers, but He aiso knows my heart. | want to do whatever | can and
| want to encourage others to do the same. That is what Final Frontiers
is all about. It is not a personal tool to raise funds for us to go preach.
My policy for years has been that | don't care if | preach or not, | just
care that we enable the preaching to take place. And frankly, aimost
without exception, | believe the national preacher can do a far better job
preaching to his people than | can.
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Pastor Rao’s son was
mobbed and beaten
because of his father’s
testimony for Christ.



Pastor Prasad was
arrested, interrogated and
beaten for his faith. His
house was set on fire, also.

After witnessing to his Hindu
relatives, Pastor Chinnabbiah
was beaten so severely he had
to be hospitalized.

Final Frontiers Foundation

This philosophy of supporting
others to go where we cannot or will hot,
to enable them to preach to those to
whom .-we are unable to preach,
WORKS. The reports that the sponsors
get and the statistics that we print each
month are undeniable proof. It may
cause some to doubt or to be jealous,
but in heaven, it causes rejoicing over
each sinner that repents.

‘The only thing | know that will
truly stop persecution is to win the per-
secutors. After all, it sure worked for the
Apostle Paul. And how are we {0 win
them? The only way | know of is through
intercessory prayer and the support of
missionaries and national preachers. My
prayer to God is that more Christians
would sacrifice the $35.00 each month
to support a preacher. We have literally
hundreds of preachers waiting for sup-
port. No, they are not waiting to serve.
The truth is, they are serving without
support. Imagine how much better their
service will be when they do have sup-
portl How thrilling to know that a family
in the States can personally finance their
own missionary for barely one dollar per
day!

Pray for the men in Final Fron-
tiers who are trying to raise support for
these needy preachers. Pray for the
staff that work so hard, often without
sufficient financial support. Pray for the

many preachers who need the help, that God will give them strength to
fight the good fight. And finally, pray that more Christians in the USA
would rise to the call of supporting a national preacher. We cannot end
the persecution, but together, with each part of the body doing what it
was intended to do, we can accomplish great things for God. [ ]

If you would like more information about the national preacher sponsor-
ship program, contact Final Frontiers at 800-522-4324.
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News of interest from around the world

B AIDS Estimate Revised -

The UN has revised its AIDS estimates, and the picture does not Iook
good. More than 30 million people may be infected! One out of every
100 sexually active people under the age of 49 is infected, but only 10%
know it. The poor world accounts for 90% of the world’s AIDS cases.

B Children Of War

According to the latest estimates, during the past decade, some 2
million children have died in war. Another 4 million to 5 million have
been permanently disabled, while 20 million have been uprooted. Some
90% of the casualties in wars today are civilians, many of whom are
children.

v

B World Refugees

The UN estimates the existence of 50 million “victims of forced dis-
placement.” There are currently 35 civil wars. Between 1991 and 1995,
some 2.4 million people applied for asylum in Western Europe, but only
11% received refugee status.

B Drought in Papua New Guinea

In one district of Enga Province in Papua New Guinea, an estimated
70,000 people could be facing starvation because of drought. Food
relief has been halted because a supply truck was recently looted and
vandalized. The aid agency of Australia estimates that more than a
million people in the country are facing food shortages.

B North Korea Update
An informal survey by World Vision suggests that between 500,000 and
1 million people have died in North Korea during the past year.

B Reaction To Conversions In India

In Orissa state, in response to large numbers of conversions to Christ,
authorities are cracking down on Hindus who've become Christians.
The government has directed revenue inspectors to visit homes, and if
the inspector sees a cross, Bible, or Christian art, they are to immedi-
ately cancel basic citizenship privileges for those who live there. In
parliament, one official has introduced a bill that would require converts
to register with the government.

B World Malnutrition
Some 7 million people die annually due to malnutrition, either directly or
indirectly. Young girls are often the most affected by poverty and death.
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STATUS OF GLOBAL MISSIONS '

According to the latest statistics published by David Barrett in the "
January International Bulletin of Missionary Research, the number of
adherents of tribal religions has exploded over the past several
years. Barrett’s latest figures indicate that their ranks have more than
doubled following the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe,
plus a new assertiveness about religion in the former colonies of Eu-
rope. Last year Barrett counted 100 million tribal religionists; the esti-
mate for this year is over 244 million.

WORLD STATS REVISED -
Mid-1997 Mid—19.98

Total Population 5,892,480,000 5,929,839,000
Urban dwellers 2,716,806,000 2,655,736,000
Rural dwellers 3,175,674,000 3,274,103,000
Adults (over 15) 4,059,801,000 4,071,362,000
Literate Adults 2,685,031,000 2,748,170,000
Nonliterate Adults 1,374,770,000 1,323,192,000
Metropolises (over 100,000) 3,960 3980
Megacities (over 1,000,000) 400 400
Urban poor 1,782,000,000 1,852,000,000
Urban slumdweliers 1,043,000,000 1,122,000,000
Muslims 1,154,302,000 1,179,326,000
Nonreligious 886,104,000 766,672,000
Hindus 806,099,000 767,424,000
Buddhists 328,233,000 356,875,000
Atheists 224,489,000 146,406,000
New religionists 124,835,000 99,191,000
Tribal religionists 100,137,000 244,164,000
Total “Christian” % 33.9 33.2
(Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, etc.)

Affiliated church members 1,808,278,000 1,852,111,000
Church attenders 1,315,693,000 1,335,696,000
Great Commission Christians 759,275,000 653,852,000
Average Christian martyrs per year 160,000 163,000
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Let's Get Acquainted ,

The purpose of this feature is to introduce our readers to approved preachers who are not
yet sponsored. Itis our hope that their testimonies will verify their worthiness and .
need, and will lead to prayer and support on their behalf.

Preacher’s Name:
Charles Zhanje

Wife’s Name:
Single

Number of Children:
0

Country:
Zimbabwe

Testimony:

| became saved on September
22, 1987, while | was undertaking my secondary education doing Form
One. Certain Christians from the Scripture Union organization visited
our school and preached about the Lord Jesus Christ. | responded to
the call of God. That marked the beginning of newness of my life.
Before that, | was living a dubious lifestyle, but when | received the Lord
Jesus, | was really transformed. After about four years, confirmations
began to come from other brothers that | heard the call of God to
ministry over my life.

At the present moment, two churches | started are functioning.
| am looking forward to reaching many other places with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. There are two men who | have trained. Pastor Dube is
leading the church in Silobela and Pastor Chiurawa is leading the
Lalapanzi Church in Mouma. | have led over 300 souls to Christ and
have baptized over 200 of these people. | work with other brethren and
emphasize two by two witnessing to safeguard our testimony. | have a
burning desire to reach out to the lost souls, in particular, my rural
people who are much deprived of the wonderful gospel opportunities.

To support myself, | do manual work services at the church
yard. | am not permanently employed. Your financial help will be a
blessing to me and the others that | can help. Like Paul's Macedonian
vision | commend, “Come over...and help us.”

Number of sponsorships needed: two - at $35.00 monthly
14
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Preacher’s Name:
Merupa Adem

Wife’s Name:
Avvamma

Number of Children:
3

Country:
India

Testimony:

My wife and | are from Devarapalli Village. | came from'a very
rich family of Chowdary caste. It is rare for a Chowdary to convert. They
are very proud of their rich ancestry, so they don't want to come down.

I was married to a rich girl of high status. One day a Christian
friend from college took me to church on Christmas Day. | heard their
songs and prayers, their way of worship and the solemn atmosphere.
My heart was moved. | listened to the speech given by the pastor who
spoke of the birth of Christ. My head began to reel because all these
years we are in darkness and worshipping idols that have no eyes, no
mouths to speak and no brain to think. I realized that our people are
worshipping lifeless things so | began attending church regularly with
my friends. Soon, | became a Christian. | was firm in my belief. No one
could change me.

My father drove me out of his house. | did not fear because |
believed the True God who gave His life for me and my sins. | would not
be afraid, even if | was cast out. My wife left me and took our children,
but | knew that God was with me. | started going from door-to-door
telling everybody about Jesus...After some time, my wife came back
with the children. | praised the Lord!

| want to be a great soulwinner. | have led 296 people to the
Lord. | started the church in my village with fifteen members with great
difficulty. God has helped to develop it to the present membership of
45. My life is much different than it was.

We live in a home made of bamboo, palm leaves and mud. We
eat rice and simple curries. We grow some of our own vegetables in our
house garden. We have no steady income and live by faith alone. Your
financial help will be a blessing to my family.

Number of sponsorships needed: one - at $35.00 monthly
15
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From the mailhag

\Nigeria

T

M\

Last trimester:

villages
evangelized - 18

churches
started - 2

people
saved - 97

converts
baptized - 70

NOTE:

Nigeria is a key
state in Africa.
There is freedom of
religion, but prefer-
ential treatment is
given to Islam.
Muslims are domi-
nant in federal and
military leadership
and in the northern
states. Christians in
the north have been
restricted in their
activities, and vic-
timized by rioting,
looting and destruc-
tion of churches.
Many Christians
have been killed.
Officially, 40% of
the population claim
to be Muslim, but
this figure may be
as high as 60%.

From: Lu‘cas Ulo

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Herrlinger, MN
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lynch, MN
Mr. and Mrs. George Mann, |1A

L1

sponsor(s):

Dear Sponsor,

Greetings to you all in the most precious
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Peace
be unto you!

I have got your recent sponsorship, but am
sorry to delay in sending a letter of appreciation.
First, the post office here and the bank delayed
both the letter and the payment or exchange. Sec-
ond, am eye handicapped. | wear heavy glasses.
Due to | have been using it for the last 8 years, it
needs changing, but the cost is much. | lost my
right eye due to a disease called cataract. It's blind.
The left eye suffers from astigmatic myopia...

In spite of the handicaps, the work is mov-
ing on. | have engaged more two new preachers of
the gospel to help go into the bush villages for
evangelism and eventual church planting.

Presently, | have opened two new house
fellowship centers. These are small churches. We
organized out door evangelism meetings. Hun-
dreds of souls flocked the fields to hear the
gospel...the good God draws and converts souls.
Most of the youth throw stones at us...

We traveled to not less than 20 villages.
We hire taxi at times, but we trek when we don't.
We sleep in some of these villages. We are wel-
comed when the villagers are friendly. Unfortu-
nately, if they are hostile, we may sleep in the open
halls or fields with mosquito bites and even most
times empty stomach. Often, Satan will instigate
them to fight and beat us...I thank God that the
persecutions are less than in 1976-1985. Many
times, | was detained by the police...Many souls
are coming to Christ now. | believe this is a year of
harvest for us! Only pray for us...
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Last trimester:

villages
evangelized - 1

churches
started - 1

people
saved - 29

converts
baptized - 29

(Bmperee

villages
evangelized - 3

churches
started - 2

people
saved - 1,600

converts
baptized - 121

Final Frontiers Foundation

From: B. Konda Babu !

Sponsor(s): Mr. and Mrs. James Roper, FL

Dear Sponsor,

Thank you very much for your kind help.
Recently, we conducted a meeting in our village for
two days. As our church is small, we requested a
school authorities to have our meeting in their
campus. We made a wide publicity and unexpectedly,
nearly 1,000 people came...

Before starting the preaching, myself and my
deacons, spent some time in prayer. When we closed
the prayer, a publicity van of a radio company stopped
before our meeting place as a result of its axle was
broken. It took almost three hours to get it repaired...
They were so kind and asked us to use their P.A.
system for our meeting. Thank God for His plan and
provision...At the time of the invitation, 29 people
came forward and accepted Lord Jesus Christ...

From: Kenneth Tshuma

Sponsor(s): Patrick John Bresnahan, MN

Dear Sponsor,

Greetings to you all in the wonderful name of
Jesus, the Savior. | would like to thank the Lord for the
two mass crusades that we had which really yielded
much fruit for the knigdom. We hosted a crusade
which was focusing on the city | am in and managed to
reach 1,000 people each night with the gospel.
Another crusade, which was 250 km. from my city,
had about 3,500 people attending every night and
1,600 people got saved...Here in my city, we are still
making an analysis of the crusade we hosted.

| also managed to attend an international
conference for leaders...which was a spring diving
board for me to reach greater heights because it was
really challenging. Thank you for your support which
makes it possible for me to be able to attend such
conferences and...minister in different places.
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Welcome New Sponsors g

Preacher Sponsorships:

The following have recently begun sponsoring a national preacher. Each
preacher needs two sponsorships. For information regarding this opportunity,
refer to the “Now It's Your Turn” voucher attached to the enclosed envelope.

[ Bob and Ann Pike, Kingsland, GA
sponsored: Jessie M. Briones in the Philippines

| Charolette Cooner, Kingsland, GA
Sponsored: Ch. Manikyam in India

] Rocky and Cheryl Mobley, Kingsland, GA
Sponsored: Joseph Sinwal in Thailand

| Chad Whitefield, Fernandina Beach, FL
Sponsored: Azauh A. Nyigu in Myanmar

n Sam Echols, Rome, GA
Sponsored: Joseph Sinwal in Thailand

[ Eileen M. Mackey, Eimhurst, NY
Sponsored: M.K. Thomas in India

u Jim and Chris Sarratt, Jonesboro, GA
Sponsored: Paul Paras Raman in the Fiji Islands

[ ] Darryl Jones, McDonough, GA
Sponsored: Mark Thamai Son in Myanmar

[ Thomas and Grace Adams, Cedartown, GA
Sponsored: Dumitru Ferenc Valeriu in Romania

] Robert and Lorraine Miller, Rome, GA
Sponsored: Duc Quang Nguyen in Vietnam

u Tuscaloosa Christian School (Grades 4-6), Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: Joy P. John in India

| Tuscaloosa Christian School (Grade 8), Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: Jacob Limasia in Kenya

a Tuscaloosa Christian School (Grades 1-3), Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: Sattey Kumar in India

] Tuscaloosa Christian School (Grade 9), Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: Aristides Matey Gonzales in Nicaragua

| Tuscaloosa Christian School (Grade 10), Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: V.M. Varkey in India
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N

AREA REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED...

B Would you like to heip us get sponso}ships for national preachers?
B Do you enjoy public speaking?

B  Would you be willing to speak in churches or other organizations on
behalf of Final Frontiers just once each month?

If you answered yes to these questions, we would like to invite you to attend
a training seminar. in one weekend, we will thoroughly equip you with the
necessary information and tools to help you raise support for deserving and
needy national preachers, who have verifiable tract records, in church plant-
ing and discipleship.

1998 TRAINING SCHEDULE:
MAY 1-3 v

A

For more information, call Lewis Nelms at
800-522-4324

Child Care Sponsorships:

The following have recently begun sponsoring an orphan or destitute child.
For more information regarding this opportunity, refer to the “Now It's Your
Turn” voucher attached to the enclosed envelope.

u Buddy and Robbie Hall, Tuscaloosa, AL
Sponsored: Pydimalla Ratnam

| Tim and Wendy Hufstetler, Rome, GA
Sponsored: Asha G.

n Bill and Grace Harless, Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: Sundu Singh

Trish and John Robinson, Tuscaloosa, AL
Sponsored: Bhaskara Rao Jittu

Couples Sunday School Class (Scott Pope), Wrens, GA
Sponsored: Abrari Gulam

Virginia Sue Price, Tuscaloosa, AL
Sponsored: Dumma Mani

Steven Fondren, Cottondale, AL
Sponsored: Arunachalam Cherra
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Reports from the

Final Frontiers

Reports received since the
Progress Report last month
indicate there were ...

189 Churches Started
550 Villages Evangelized
11,911 Professions of Faith
2,058 Believers Baptized

Combined totals from all reports
received since our beginning in
January, 1987, indicate there
have been ...

9,031 Churches Started
34,863 Villages Evangelized
324,229 Professions of Faith
95,200 Believers Baptized

A current total of all statistics
indicate there are ...

815 Preachers Supported
1,133 Preacher Sponsorships
94 TEAM Sponsorships
49 Orphans Supported
40 Countries Involved
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