


MINISTRY INFORMATION...
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little as $35.00 each month to support his family and ministry.
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the Jon Nelms family repnort

Dear Reader,

We have arrived safely back in the United States after
nearly four years of establishing the Latin America Operations in
Honduras. And though we all love Honduras, we are extremely
happy to be back. Now we are experiencing culture shock in
reverse. In Honduras, we lived in the capital city, but here in
Louisville, things are not quite as modern as they are there. Hard
to believe isn’t it!

With us we have brought over 60 applications of approved
preachers from Honduras alone. As they are sponsored, we will
also begin working on the other Latin nations. [ am totally
confident in the ability of those left in charge to find, screen and
to hold accountable, worthy preachers in need of your help. In
just the first two weeks I was back, we received visitors from
Costa Rica and India who qualify for our help, but they will have
to go on a waiting list, as we look for more sponsors.

Now that we are in the office, my son Daniel is upgrading
our computer network and making things much more efficient
here. Juanita and_Sara are spending quite a bit of time on the
internet and just last night, Juanita led two of her “internet
friends” to the Lord. One had formerly been involved in
Satanism, and did not believe Jesus was really the son of God. He
does now!

As for me, I have begun having meetings already and
getting more preachers sponsored. That is what I live to do, so the
distraction of the past four years being over, I can get back in the

saddle. And while I am on the subject ... any
CONTINUED ON PAGE §
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Have you seen
our new

Video
Presentation?

For years people have
asked why we haven’t
made a video. Well now
we have, and it is being
used by the Lord tremen-
dously!

This fifteen minute video
will take you literally
around the world visiting
preachers and ministries
supported by Final Fron-
tiers.

You will see their works
and catch their vision to
reach their own people
with the gospel.

Some scenes are graphic
however, as we make no
attempt to “water down™
the reality of the world’s
mission fields.

And though love offerings
are welcome, the video is
yours FREE for the asking.

Just call 1-800-522-4321
and order your copy today.
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CONTINUEDFROMPAGES  of you pastors who would like to book a

meeting some time in the next year, give me a call at 1-800-522-
4324, and I'll see what I can do to get to your church or to send
one of our representatives. As you know, we now have a 15
minute video presentation on our ministry. Many of you have-
requested and received a copy. This has resulted in a number of
pastors calling for a meeting. When Daniel and I made the video,
with the help of the Quentin Road Baptist Church, we prayed that
God would use it to expand our ministry, and help us to support
more preachers. It appears our prayers are being answered.

In the past week, the pastor of a poor church called and
said he could not afford for me to come, but he would like to
show the video. Well, no church is too poor. We go wherever we
are invited on a love offering basis, so if you are like him, just
give me a call and we’ll get there somehow.

In this issue of the Progress Report, we highlight the work
in Vietnam and the suffering of the Believers there. I want you to
read the story carefully, then pray for these people, and ask God
what more He would have you to do to help them or our home
office needs. Typically, people go on and on about how important
we are, and all that we accomplish. The truth is, we are only a
voice; it is the preachers that are doing all the work, we merely
tell you about it. If anyone deserves credit it is they, and second in
line would be you, the sponsors. We hopefully fall in line
somewhere behind you. Of course, all the glory goes to Jesus.

We are now expanding more and more and look forward
to you helping us with the growth. So many ministries incur
financial problems at this time of the year, but we are not seeing
any strain out of the ordinary. God is really blessing us and in
doing so, allowing us to be a blessing to a growing number of His
preachers around the world. Thank you for the part you have in
this ministry. Keep it up!

Yours for souls,

Om A vy
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ATEAM. REPORT FROM UGANDA

From: Randall Stirewalt
Location: Uganda

What was the total amount of TEAM funds received?
$112.00

What were these funds used for?
Gospel Rally

Do you have any special needs we can pray about?
More souls to be saved.

Dear TEAM fund sponsors:

The Gospel Rallies have been a place where the
churches are growing in number. In November 2000 Gospel
Rally, an old man was saved and gave me and the others a
surprising testimony that he had been and still was practicing
witchcraft, and now that he was saved, he told me to go and burn
up all the things he used for witchcraft. As we went to his home
all the villagers were crying saying that if we attempted to burn
the old man’s things we would all die. As we burned them all up
the villagers were waiting in vain for us to die. Two more old
men were saved and now twelve people in the family are saved
and have been baptized. There are other areas not yet reached
with the saving news of Jesus Christ and please pray with us that
we will reach there.

In Christ’s service,
Randy Stirewalt

Note:

TEAM is an acronym standing for Together Effectively Advancing the
Ministry. The purpose of TEAM is to help provide funding for necessary
projects carried out by the preachers we support, and to help with
funding for preachers without current support. TEAM donors are often
readers who cannot afford sponsorship of a preacher ($35.00), but do
want to help the cause by an offering of at least $10.00 monthly. TEAM
sponsors are allowed to direct their giving to a specific country where
we are involved. For more information, refer to the “Sponsorship
Information” page.
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While we sleep, they are slaughtered...

By Jon Nelms

Over the past forty
years, Vietnam has been as
much a part of the American
psyche as “mom, apple pie,
and the girl next door”. We
grew up with it in our living
rooms on television. We
have been entertained by it
at the movies. And for those
who were fortunate or unfor-
tunate enough to have been
there, we remember it; the
muddy water smells of the
rice paddies, the pungent
aroma of unwashed, giggling
children cradled in our arms,
the buzzing of the mosqui-
toes in the evening and the clicking of the geckos at night, the swelter-
ing jungle heat and the incredible, refreshing saltwater surf.

To many, Vietham conjures memories of grief and tragedy.
Wounds long since closed are opened again, every time we read of a
new discovery of bones. First children, and now grandchildren sit on the
veteran’s lap, to hear his “war stories”. These tales, are to the children
who hear them, as incomprehensible as a purple, dancing dinosaur is
to us adults.

Vietnam, we have cursed it, struggled with it, wept over it, built
our memorial to it, and most have tried to forget it; but it is still there,
and the war we left behind has never truly stopped. There has been no
cease fire. The Vietnamese still suffer, are still imprisoned, are still shot
down like animals. And what makes this so repugnant, is that for the
most part, those who suffer today, are those who were allied with us
yesterday. The Body of Christ is suffering, and we are not even offering
them a glass of water in Jesus name. And as offensive as the “Tet Of-
fensive” was to us...(a day of agreed peace that erupted in horrible con-
flict with a nation-wide surprise attack); how much more offensive is our
ignorance and ignoring of the dilemma our brothers in Christ face every
day? Once again, we have been caught sleeping, and while we sleep,
they are slaughtered.

On one of my trips to Vietnam, back in 1993, | was, along with
others, caught in a devastating flood pouring down from the Central
Highlands, into the province of Phu Yen. We sought refuge on high

In the “War Crimes Museum” in Sdigon,
one of the items displayed is an American
tank that was captured by the communist
troops when our forces evacuated. Our
Jallen embassy is just a few blocks away.
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ground and were stranded for several days, waiting for the waters to
subside. On that trip | saw numerous blessings and miracles from-God.:
Because of myself being a foreigner, and Kiatisak Siripanadorn, our
Thai national director being with-me, our group of about a dozen
preachers were allowed to sleep on borrowed cots above a restaurant.
When | lay down that night, long after the others had drifted off to sle€p,
| stretched out on what seemed to me like a miniature bed. My feet dan-
gled over the end where | immediately felt something bite me on both
feet. It hurt, it hurt bad! It felt like | had been stabbed with a hot poker
from a fire. | woke up Kiatisak, who was sleeping about six feet away.
With a flashlight, we looked, but saw nothing on the bed. He went back
to sleep, but | couldn't. The pain grew more intense. Once again |
stretched out and immedi-
ately, | felt the bites, one
after another, like an end-
less barrage. It was incredi-
ble. | felt like | was trapped
in the Twilight Zone.

Earlier that day |
had stood with our pastors
and watched families sitting
on the tops of their houses,
being washed out to sea.
They screamed and
begged for help, but we
had no ropes, no boats, no
way to get to them. They
knew what awaited them,
and we did too. Some
threw their children into the
torrents hoping they would be rescued, but most just sat huddled to-
gether on the roofs, staring blankly at us as they drifted by; no doubt in
shock.

That day, no one really felt like eating, and it was a good thing,
because there ‘was little to be eaten, except for the multitude of snakes
who like us, were also fleeing to high ground. | had come down with
dysentery. The good news is that there was a bathroom there. The bad
news is that there were no lights in it, there was no toilet paper, the
plumbing was out, and there were more than sixty of us using this one
toilet. (Further details are unnecessary, just use your imagination.) It
had been a rough several days to say the least.

Now | find myself in bed suffering a pain that | had never felt
before. | wanted to sit up to rub my feet, but when | attempted to do so,
| found that | couldn’t move. | was paralyzed. | tried to call out but could-
n't speak. | tried to open my eyes, but couldn’t. | thought that | must
surely be dreaming, so | began to try to raise my right hand up to my

This house is being washed away by the
torrents. The flood waters at this point
were already more than 12 feet high and
rising.
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head in order to open my eyelids. | reasoned that if | could open my
eyes, | would wake up and this nightmare | was trapped in would fade
away. Gradually, | was able to pull my right arm towards my face. First
.along my stomach, then my
chest and over the neck. Then"
to get over my chin, it seemed .
that | had to make a Herculean
effort. Finally passing the side
of my nose, | was able to run
the heel of my hand over my
right eyelid. It was then, as that
one eye began to open, that |
was able to see the moon shin-
ing overhead and | knew that |
was not dreaming after all: But
Through an interpreter whose identity almost as soon as | caught a
is concealed in this photograph, Jon glimpse of the moon, my hand
Nelms met with the governor of the fell off my face and the eyelid
Jflooded province, and his assistant, to shut tight. | can remember lying
discuss the treatment of pastors by the there in pain, thinking, “/ came
commupnist government. all this way to die in Vietnam.”
Then it occurred to me the sor-
row that the brothers with me
would have in the morning, when they found my body cold and stiff.
They would no doubt blame themselves for allowing me to suffer and
die as they slept. That was the last thought on my mind. By now the
pain was shooting up both of my legs in hot torrents. | must have
passed out from the pain as it is my last memory.

The next morning | awoke and felt fine. When | told the preach-
ers what had happened they examined my feet and my bed. On each
foot there were more than five sting marks. At the end of my bed, there
was a tear in the fabric. The mattress, we learned, had been pulled out
of a storage closet. For the months or years it was there, it had been
the nest of a family of scorpions.

It is interesting that just two weeks earlier, | had been with a
Vietnamese Vet in the mountains of Guatemala, working with the Ma-
yan pastors there. Where we slept there was a scorpion running around
a hole in the ceiling over his bed, that kept us up most of the night. He
laughed with me and said, “When you get to Vietnam, don't let one of
their scorpions sting you. One is all it takes to kill you there.”

For the next night in Tuy Hoa, | siept on a table or stayed up all
night talking with other stranded voyagers. No more mattresses for me.
From time to time | still feel sharp pains going up my legs, but they are
now, for the most part gone.

As | said, | saw many miracles of God on this trip. But the
greatest miracle | saw was the love that these brothers had for me, and
| for them. They know the luxury we live in. They understand that the
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scraps from our table would feed their
families. They realize how much we
waste the resources God has placed in
our hands as stewards. They compre-
hend, that with what a family of four
spends at a restaurant on a single Sun-
day afternoon after church, their entire
family could be fed for a month. They
know all this, yet they don’t resent us for
it. They have their lot in life and we have
ours.

We as Americans often feel
guilty for our blessings. Guilt is not an
option. It is manmade. It is a cheap imi-
tation of the conviction of the Holy Spirit.
We should not be led by guilt, but we
This is one ofthe cells made should be led by the Spifit of God, and |
to hold one or two prisoners, ~ for one cannot believe that the Spirit of
that was crammed with as God would lead any of his children, to
many as 14 men or women. refuse to help another who is in such

desperate need, when we have the abil-
ity to do so. (But, | have been wrong be-
fore—many times.) .

On this same trip | spoke with a pastor from the Highlands
named T.N. His father also is a supported preacher on our list. Half a
year earlier, on Easter Sunday, the police had surrounded his building
and rushed in brandishing their AK-47s. They took him outside and or-
dered the service to be ended. He replied that he needed to finish his
teaching, and incredibly, they agreed. The people offered the police
bread and water, but they refused the gesture. After the meeting, they
took T.N. and his brother-in-law to the police station. It was there that
the interrogation and the beatings began. They were accused of work-
ing for the United States. The evidence was that they were conducting
ilegal church services. When the preachers insisted they were only
working for Jesus’ Christ, the police took them to a cell and forced the
inmates to beat them again. Under fear of being beaten themselves, the
inmates agreed and began to beat them unmercifully. When the guards
left, these same inmates apologized and attempted to treat their
wounds as best they could.

For two days the preachers were held while, unknown to them,
their entire congregation had walked to the police station to compiain.
When the police saw that the Christians had no fear, they agreed to re-
lease the brothers.

This story was, and continues to be, typical. Most prison cells in
Vietnam are about the size of a double bed. They are made for one, but
like a telephone booth crowded with college students, they will often be

10
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crammed with as many as four-
teen men, who are forced to
stand for days at a time, shoul-
der to shoulder with their in-
mates, because it is impossible
to sit or lay down. These men
must urinate and defecate on
one another. Some twenty feet
above them are iron bars which
allow the sun’s heat and the
rain to fall on them. In addition

to this, guards will often urinate This pastor poses with his wife and
on them from above and then some family members. At the time we
pour lye down on them, to in- began his support he was in prison,
crease their suffering and pain. training new converts. At that time,
Each day, each man is given during his married life, he had spent
two handfuls of dirty, maggot more time in prison than out of
infested rice, and one liter of prison. Simply for the “crime” of
water. Once a week, they are preaching the gospel.

allowed to bathe. If a preacher

is put into solitary confinement, he endures the same rations, but has
no toilet, no light, and only one small air hole. Those who served in
Vietnam can well imagine the heat that would build up in such confined
spaces. It would be unbearable. Yet no one is there to help them. While
we sleep, they suffer.

It would be common for some to think that this type of activity
does not still exist. “Out of sight, out of mind”, as the saying goes. That
is naive and extremely incorrect. The notion that if it is not announced
on the network news, it doesn’t happen, is ludicrous.

Just recently we have received copies of other reports of perse-
cution in Vietnam. On February 8 of this year, the Communist Party
Secretary of the Dac Lac Province, a Mr. Y. Luyen stated, “We will se-
verely punish Christians believers in the three provinces of the
Western Highlands, so that they will not be able to raise their
head.” The very néxt day, the police began to carry out his threat...

e One church member, Mr. Ama Ger, of the Cu Jut district, was ab-
ducted during the night, and severely beaten. He was then taken to
a hospital, but his family continues to be forbidden to see him. Re-
ports from the police and hospital, that he has died, have not been
confirmed.

e Many people have fled to the jungles to escape arrest and torture.
Some have been captured and subsequently, “disappeared”.

* In the Gia Lai Province, a protestant church was torn down by the
police on March 10 of this year.

Since 1975 when America pulled out of Vietnam, hundreds of
churches have been destroyed. Christianity has been for the most part,
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forced underground, and scores suffer in prisons, have their homes and
farm lands confiscated, are beaten and “disappear”. Yet, in spite of it
all, the Church continues to grow. One tribe, known as the Ede, had
15,000 converts in 1975. Today they have more than 150,000. Ameng
the Jeh, Jerai, Seday, Bena, Cua, Huray, Bahnar and Hmong, Christi-
anity is flourishing, and that is the reason for the persecution. But on the
other hand, the persecution is the reason for the growth. As one of our
supported pastors put it; “When the Church is under heavy persecution,
God gives a great power and growth.”

In 2001, the West is
no longer in a struggle against
the expansion of Communism.
We won, and now we have
moved on to other things. Yet |
befieve, that we as Christians
need to understand ,that our
warfare is not physical but
spiritual. Those warriors on the
frontlines of the enemy’s as-
saults, need our help. We are
their rear echelon. They de-

This photograph was smuggled to us pend on us for their supplies,
Jrom the remote highiands, where to- their food, their ammunition.
day, persecution of Christians contin- We are failing them, yet they
ues. It clearly demonstrates that the fight on with whatever they

work of the gospel is ongoing, and that have. They, like our founding
congregations of believers are worship-  fathers, have sold and sacri-
ping together, despite the threats of the  ficed everything for the sake of
communist government. the fight, they have given up

their homes, their farms, their

bicycles, and mules. They
have traded the education of their children, for the sake of the conflict.
They have no medicines, no printing presses, no Bible Book Stores, no
comfort, no rest. They don’t have any annual award ceremonies for who
wrote the best Christian song during the year. They don't even have a
tape player or radio to listen to songs. They don’'t argue over which lit-
erature is best, what length a skirt should be, which school is the most
fundamental, or if they should put their church on the internet. They sur-
vive. They do spiritual battle. They endure the hardships as a good sol-
dier. And while we sleep, they suffer.

It is my prayer that in reading this, you will be moved to help
support a Vietnamese preacher. Not for a month, but for a commitment.
Not until it cuts into your snack food money, but long after it requires
you to skip a meal a day, for the sake of, and for the honor of - advanc-
ing the gospel on this or any other final frontier of the earth. #f you want
to help, choose from a preacher listed in this publication, or call us at 1-
800-522-4324. m
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Let's Get Acquainted

The purpose of this feature is to introduce our readers to approved preachers who are
not yet sponsored. Itis our hope that their testimonies will verify their worthiness and «
need, and will lead to prayer and support on their behalf.

Preacher’s Name:
R.C.N.

Wife’'s Name: S. T. C.
Number of Children: 4
Country: Vietnam

Testimony:
My parents were non-
Christians. | married in

1975. One day in 1983, |
heard about Christ Jesus
through a Christian, who came to my village. | knew that | had a
God. That God created me and all of humans and God loves
me. God loves the sinners so that He gave His only Son, Christ
Jesus as Savior.

My wife was saved at the same time. She was very affected
through hearing about Jesus and prayed to believe in Christ.
She helps me in serving God, visiting Christians and new Chris-
tians, and teaching Sunday School. She thanks God because
God helped us many times. She hopes our family will serve God
all of our lives.

| am in charge of IA Thok Church. | serve in the plateau
area. This is a small church of 150 Christians in Lai province. |
have studied Bible Theological courses since 1990, and am
training workers for evangelistic works through programs in the
church. We visit the sick and we evangelize and visit the
Christians. | have started one church and helped to start others.
| have led about 200 people to Christ.

At present, | cultivate a small field in garden of home to
provide for my family. Your financial help and your prayers will
allow me to work more in God’s fields and less in man’s fields. It
will provide for my family and help expand our ministry here in
Vietnam. Don't forget to pray for us as we face persecution
because of our faith.

Number of Sponsorships Needed: two at $35.00

13
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Preacher’s Name:
David D. S.

Wife’'s Name: Idlamis
Number of Children: 1
Country: Cuba

Testimony:

| was born in a Christian
home. | received Christ at an
evangelistic campaign with pastor
Morales in 1960. Later, | was
baptized in August of 1961. |
always desired to serve the Lord
and after being in an accident on
January 15, 1988, | had this .
opportunity; at first part time and now full time. It has now been
12 years since | have been serving Him with joy.

As a Christian Baptist, | believe in the Trinity, that we
receive salvation through grace, that we can never lose our
salvation if we have truly recognized our sins and have believed
in Him as Lord and Savior of our souls. | also believe we have
one faith, one Lord, and one baptism. | believe that Baptism
and the Lord’s supper are ordinances and that there is no other
mediator in our salvation.

When | met my wife, she did not practice any doctrine,
though she had been visited by Jehova’'s Witnesses. She did
not accept it. She was saved in 1978, after we were married.

My pastor trained me in the Bible and | have started a
church and our ministries are always toward the goal of starting
more churches. We distribute Christian literature and we
disciple new believers. | also am supervising a home church. |
have trained two other men to be in ministry. | also visit new
members and newcomers with the pastor.

Your sponsorship will provide for my family. It will also
enable us to spread the gospel more. We will pray for you and
we hope you will pray for us.

Number of Sponsorships Needed: two at $35.00
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MISSTONS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY...

“The Liberal Soul™  contributed by an anony mous supporting pastor

“The liberal soul shall be made fat:” - Proverbs 11:15a One’s attitude
toward money and material possessions determines one’s relationship with
God. Why else would our Lord have had more to say about it than any other,
single subject? More than one-third of all Jesus’ parables, and one-sixth of all
the verses in the Gospels, deal with the use of one’s possessions, particularly
money. Jesus had 16 times as much to say about money as he did about
baptism, and 32 times as much to say about money as he did about the Lord’s
supper.

In our modern American secular culture the fact is that the more pros-
perous people become, the less joy they seem to find in their lives. The story is
told about one man who had accurnulated vast riches but remained unhappy.
He went to a very wise counselor to inquire about the reason for his gloom.
The wise counselor took him to a window and asked him what he saw. “I see
people down on the street,” he replied. “Now,” said the wise counselor, “look
in the mirror on the wall and tell me what you see.” “ I see myself,” he re-
sponded. “Yes, and herein lies your problem,” said the counselor. *“The mirror
is made of glass, and the window is made of glass; but when you add a little
silver to it, you no longer see other people. You see only yourself.”

It is time for Christians to wake up and realize the emptiness of our
modern materialistic, consumer-mentality society today. Those who prefer
Money Magazine, The Wall Street Journal, and the daily stock market report to
the Bible won’t have a chance at a strong spiritual life. I wonder sometimes if
Jesus had as hard a time getting people to listen to his teachings about the
Christian use of money as most preachers do today? It’s no secret that at least
20% of those who would normally attend church will stay away if they know
the sermon’s going to be on this subject. MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW
RESPOND!

Money can buy recreation... but it cannot buy happiness.

It can buy a bed... but it cannot buy a good night’s sleep.

It can buy books... but it cannot buy wisdom.

It can buy “friends”... but it cannot buy friendship.

It can buy food... but it cannot buy an appetite.

It can buy a house... but it cannot buy a home.

It can buy medicine... but it cannot buy health.

If you seek first the kingdom of God, all these other things will be yours as
well.

Mordecai reminded his niece, Queen Esther, that she had been
brought to the Kingdom “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). God had sov-
ereignly intersected Esther’s life with a one-chance, go-for-broke, win-it-all-or-
lose-it-all situation. By sovereign grace, it has fallen on our generation to have
within our grasp that for which other generations of Christians could only
dream — closure on world evangelization. The message is profound, “If not
us, who? If not now, when?” Psalm 2:8 “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts -of the earth for thy

possession. B
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Welcome New Sponsors

Preacher and Orphan Sponsorships:
The following began sponsorship of a national preacher or orphan since last
month’s report. For information regarding sponsorship refer to the
“Now it’s your turn” voucher.

o Dale Bennett: Portage, MI

Sponsored: Alex Boamah from Ghana

o The Baptist Chapel: Jacksonville, FL
Sponsored: A. U., H. B., A. T., N. D. and N. T. from
Vietnam, Satyam Vali from India, Miguel Ramirez
from Guatemala, David Chialo, Kalisto Odongo, and
Immanuel Kalori from Kenya, Michail Vasilevich from
Belarus, and Joseph Sinwal from Thailand

« Geneva Shands: Baisden, WV

Sponsored: Kweku Sam Feba from Ghana

e Promiseland Community Church: Athens, GA
Sponsored: Danam Vinukonda from India

¢ Robert and Sandi Meyer: Stuart, FL
Sponsored: D. P. and T. V. C. from Vietnam,
Gnonsoa Emile Konan from Ivory Coast, Yaseo Sae
Lee from Thailand, Josue Ramirez from Guatemala,
Richard Ondeko, Silas Odipo, Cephas Okumu, and
Joel Ongudi from Kenya, Raymond Danso-Antwi and
John Nyarko from Ghana, and Brother Xin #13 from
China

« First Missionary Baptist Church: Justice, WV
Sponsored: Kweku Sam Feba from Ghana

o Dawn and Jody Shannon: Gilbert, WV
Sponsored: Joseph Annan from Ghana, and Joseph
Sinwal from Thailand

+ Gift of God Ministries: Miramar, FL

Sponsored: Jafred Jandi from Kenya

o Charles and Shirley May: Gilbert, WV
Sponsored: Manfred Muhindi from Kenya

e Charles Northum: Tahlequah, OK

Sponsored: Gilberto Ramirez from Guatemala, and
Phelix Oloo from Kenya
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the death of a preacher By Jon Nelms |

Recently we received
word of the death of one of the
pastors who had been supported
before, but had since lost his
sponsorship, Totty Prosper
Koudou of the Ivory Coast. | first
met Pastor Koudou in early
1994. He had been referred to us
by an American missionary living
there for more than 25 years. At .
the time we met, Brother Totty Pastor Totty Koudou pictured
had already helped to start seven  With his wife, Louise, and their
churches. The current church he ~ Seven children.
was pastoring was paying him v
from love offerings that ranged from $4.00 to $12.00 monthly . He
needed our help.

On December 11, 1994, a lady from a church in North Carolina
was led of the Lord to support him, and continued to do so for some
time. During the next few years he, along with his team, started
another eleven churches and his wife gave birth to twin sons. Now with
seven children, and only the support of his church and an American
sponsor, he was struggling more than ever. (For the sake of those who
would blame him for his condition due to the many children they had,
let me say that first of all, in third world countries, children are truly
seen as a blessing. Children are your social security and retirement for
your old age. The more sons you have, the better your twilight years
will be, for it is their duty to care for you. Besides that, contraceptive
devices, are generally unavailable and extremely expensive.)

To help supplement his family’s needs, Totty began to raise
several pigs. | don't know to what degree this benefited him as an
income, but it did give him meat for his children. In spite of all this, he
continued in his -church planting efforts and training of other men for
the ministry.

Finally the inevitable. About December of 1997, after three
years of support, the sponsor dropped him. | don’t know the condition
of the sponsor. Maybe she felt she had done enough. Maybe she lost
her job. Maybe she suffered ill health and her rising medical costs
prevented her from continuing support. Often when a sponsor drops,
they don’t even inform us. When they do, it is usually with a saddened
tone, that they relay to us their condition and regret. | am always
troubled when a preacher loses his support, yet most often | can
understand it. But | am human, and | do have a love for these men. So
when we hear “l just can’t afford it anymore.” | do wonder if that

sponsor realizes the rewards they will forfeit in eternity for the sake of
17




May / June 2001 Progress Report

having Pepsi money on earth. After all, with a sponsorship of barely
$1.00 a day, who among us can truly say, “I can't afford it.” Surely
there are some, but they are few and far between. Most often, it is not
the case that we don’t have a rich purse, it is more likely that we don’t
have the right priorities. :

We recently received word that this past December Pastor
Koudou died in a hospital after a defiant battle with his sickness. Six
years to the month after his support had begun; two years to the month
after his support was dropped; this warrior lay down his sword and
shield and went to stand before his King. For the last two years of his
life he struggled financially, physically and spiritually, but he never quit
doing what God had called him to do.

Some would say, “ It was wrong to have supported him in
the first place; missions money should not go to national preach-
ers.” Well, I'll believe that the day someone can show me chapter and
verse. | have been waiting for the proof of that argument for 15 years
now and no one has been able to point it out yet. v

Others would say, “After four years of support, his funding
should have been dropped. After all, in that time, he should have
been able to build up his own church and their tithe could pay
him.” To these | would say that you are living in a dream world. | don't
know of any church in the world where all the members give, much
less, tithe. But even if they did, you are still missing the point. Totty did
not remain in one congregation. He was involved in starting eighteen
churches in his life. As one was begun, grounded, established and a
pastor appointed, he would move on to start the next. Whatever mea-
ger funds they had in the congregation, remained there to pay for their
pastor’s salary. He could only count on occasional offerings. Besides,
this is a third world country. My argument to you would be this... If a
local church in the Ivory Coast should be responsible to pay their own
pastor’s salary without any help from the West, are you willing to apply
that to the American missionary who pastors a church in the Ivory
Coast, or will we only subject the black, under-educated, Ivorian pastor
to your conditions? Remember the old expression; “what’s good for the
goose is good for the gander.” If you are a pastor you are a pastor. It
doesn’t matter the color of your skin or your nationality. The idea that a
church must pay its pastor without help from abroad if he is a national,
but if he is a foreigner, he can get all the support he can muster, is not
only unbiblical, it is illogical and offensive and bigoted. It is an absolute
insensitivity to the needs of others who do not have the abundance of
resources that God has blessed us with here in America. Need for
support is relative, just as poverty is. | am personally accustomed to
seeing true poverty as | travel and have lived in third world nations; but
here in the States, people claim to be poor, live on government assis-
tance, yet have a car, a TV, a microwave, telephone, refrigerator, etc.
That is not poverty from any standard, except for our disillusioned
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understanding of what poverty is, due to our incredible abundance. . .

This philosophy is even more irritating when you learn that
many boards, who have missionaries living in the Ivory Coast, and,
perhaps working side by side with the national preachers (if they are
smart), require their missionaries to raise up to $5,000.00 monthly -
support to live there. And knowing this, they would be concerned
because some good-hearted sponsor in America wants to help a
preacher with $35.00 a month. Lord help them!

It is easy to try to create reasons for dropping support in order
to soothe our collective conscience. The fact remains, that Totty
deserved the help and he needed the help. The fact remains that even
when his support was dropped, he continued serving the Lord until the
day he died. | hope that can be said of me and of you.

One thought in this story haunts me however. | too am a
father. | can imagine how he felt every day as he was unable to
adequately feed his children, to pay for their schooling, to feed them
properly. There have been times when | would go without food in order
to feed my children. They never knew it. My wife never knew it. It is just
something a father does when he is called upon to do it. This is bad
enough, but what is even worse is the conflict that must have been
raging in his mind as he was dying. Who would take care of his wife
and their seven young children? How will they eat? Where will they
live? Will they be on the street? Will they be taken as slaves or
servants to some Muslim nation and abused? Totty must have been in
mental anguish over his family’s dilemma.

Well half a year has passed now and we have the opportunity
to do something to help this man and his family. Here at Final Frontiers
we have an assistance program for children who are needy,
abandoned or orphaned. It is called Child Care International. We
learn of these children from the pastors we support. They take them
into their homes and care for them as one of their own. They
encourage their church members to do the same. We have a
sponsorship program of $35.00 monthly, per child. If you are willing to
help sponsor one of these children, contact our office at 800-522-4324
and let us know. Just two or three sponsorships should be enough as
they are still living with their mother. This will enable her to keep the
family together and in a Christian influence. Let us hear from you
today.

If you, as a sponsor have been thinking of dropping your
support, | hope you will see from this just how necessary your
assistance is. Don't quit. Please, consider sacrificing just a bit more so
that your preacher can continue to be supported in his ministry of
reaching the lost for Jesus Christ. He'll do it without your help, but he’ll
do it better and more effectively and in a more healthy manner, with
your help. He'll do the work, but you'll share in the rewards. $35.00 a
month. What a small price to pay for such an eternal reward!

19



May / June 2001 Progress Report

From the maiihag

From: Michael Cla;'isa
Sponsored by: Briarwoed Baptist Church

Dear Pastor and Praying Church,

 Philippines| Greetings from the Philippines and the good Lord
RS be upon us.

Last trimester: Four of our men surrendered for full time service

: as we held the HOPE 2020 Triennial Conference last No-

churches vember 28th through December 1st. Brothers Carlito

started -1 Tabirao, a married man with 3 children, a jeepney driver.

villages Aljun Rivera, a graduating Architect student. Jun-Dasilao,

a graduate of Electronics. And Josiah Clarisa, my nephew,

evangelized - 1 -
a freshman Nursing student. We need prayers’to follow

people the Lord’s calling.

saved - 15 Seventeen of our members visited the lepers on
converts Christmas day for soulwinning and caroling. We shared
baptized —40 some gifts that were not much, but enough to make them

smile and let them feel that Jesus cares and loves them.
No one ever visits them, even their own relatives abandon
them as cast aways. To God be the glory, as people got
saved on that day. I personally witnessed to a 70 year old
woman, Rossana Fernandez, staying in a cell as a neuro-
leper. She accepted Christ. She sang “White Christmas”
and asked when we would be coming back. I said Pastor
Billones, our missionary will visit her often and I person-
ally will be back soon. Rossana is just waiting for final
breath in a death row station for aged lepers. 1 may not be
able to be back and see her soon enough but I’m looking
forward to seeing a complete Rossana in heaven singing
glory to her Maker and King Halleluhah! Jesus Saves!

My wife, by God’s grace, delivered a 6.3 1b baby
boy on January 30. He stayed at the nursery for a week
due to a lack of Hemoglobin. The good thing is we have
the same blood type. After the blood transfusion, Eugene
Mike, that’s my boy, has normalized the blood count.
Truly, the Lord answers the prayers of His children. He
gave us Kate Herschell, our first baby girl and now Eugene
Mike, our baby boy.

Thank you so much for the prayers made and the
support for ministry and family. We love you all...

For His glory,
Bro. Mike, Beth, Kate, and Baby Eugene Clarisa
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Last trimester:

churches
started - NA

villages
evangelized - NA

people
saved - NA

converts
baptized -NA

Final Frontiers Foundation

From: the widow of Bhaskara Rao
Sponsored by: The Baptist Chapel
Dear Sponsor, B

I thank God I never expected that you are so.
kind and generous. If you can spare a little time I can
explain to you how pitiable and sorrowful life is for a
widow in India. Previously, before India got its
Independence, when the husband died they would tie
his wife to his dead body and set fire to them both.
This practice still takes place in some tribal villages in
India. Generally if the husband dies, the woman has
no choice, no enjoyment, no pleasure, nothing else.
She is not even allowed to go out. If anyone goes
from their home and they see a widow on theirway, it
is a bad sign so immediately they will return to their
home. They will wash their feet, remove their dress
and set fire to it. Of course, days are changed.
Generally, if the husband dies, the widows parents
will come and take care of her. If she does not have
parents, some of her brothers or sisters will take her to
their home and provide her free boarding and lodging
and the same time, use her as a domestic servant. If
the woman has no family, our government will
maintain the widow’s home and they will provide
food and make them worship idol gods and send them
to towns and villages to spread the idol worship. If
they do not do this, they will not provide food.

Praise God after my husband dies, as you
know all my children are grown up and living
separately there is no one to look after me. Except
yourself. Because of your help I am working for the
Bible women and bringing women folk to the church
and teaching the women the Bible stories and the
children also. Everybody likes me, but they are not in
a position to help me financially. I am grateful and
thankful to you.

Mrs. Bhugyvathi Bhaskara Rao
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New 4‘1'4]«44 ...

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: (home) (office)

Please contact me about: Q  Check here if this
O hosting a fund raiser at our church is a new address or
O participating in a fund raiser phone number.

1 like what Final Frontiers is doing around the
world and | feel led of the Lord to help out.

Please find enclosed my donation of: $

for the following worker

for the following project:

| am interested in making a monthly commitment to this
ministry. Please send me information on the following:

. Sponsoring a national preacher
($35.00 monthly)

. Sponsoring a country’s TEAM
(minimum of $10.00 monthly per country)

. Sponsoring an orphan
($35.00 monthly)

. Sponsoring the Final Frontiers home office
(any amount)

o Membership in the Final Frontiers Society
($10.00 monthly)
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To obtain further information on sponsorship, rejer to the “Now It's Your Turn” voucher, )
or call us at 1-800-522-4324. )

Sponsoring a national preacher is a simple process. Simply tell us
which country you are most burdened for and we'll provide you with information
on preachers living there who are approved for sponscrship. If you don’'t have a
preference, we'll assign you a preacher from our most needy list.

Sponsorship is $35.00 monthly, however, since we get each preacher
two sponsors, you have the opportunity of providing double sponsorship
($70.00 monthly) if you prefer. This of course, is not required. The preacher
receives 72% of the funding in cash and 28% is used for operating expenses.
Of the 28%, nearly half is forwarded to the preacher “in kind” (postage fees, film
and access to cameras to take pictures for their sponsors, travel costs, ett.)

As a sponsor you should receive correspondence when we send your
support to your chosen preacher three times annuaily.

Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be doctri-
nally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church planting
and discipleship.

Sponsorship of a TEAM can be done for as little as $10.00 monthly, or
for any other amount you wish. TEAM stands for Together Effectively Advanc-
ing the Ministry. Though many preachers are being supported, they often col-
lectively lack ministry tools that can be useful. The purpose of the TEAM fund-
ing is to provide each country with money to be used for such things as pur-
chasing Bibles and tracts, printing literature, buying bicycles for the traveling
evangelists, building a church or Bible school, helping with emergency relief,
etc.

Each trimester as the funds are mailed abroad, the national coordina-
tor for every nation is asked to fill out a TEAM Report Form which we will send
to you. This will give you a first hand report of how your funds were effectively
used to advance the ministry in that land.

Sponsorship of an orphan is $35.00 monthly and provides for lodging,
food, clothing, basic medica! care, and education.

All orphanages assisted by Final Frontiers are administered by pastors
who are supported through this foundation, and are operated as a ministry of a
local church. Trimesterly correspondence is encouraged between the orphans
and their sponsors.

Membership in the Final Frontiers Society is $10.00 monthly and is
used to fund special ministry projects overseas and our various international
offices.
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Reports received since last
Progress Report
indicate there were ...

201 Churches Started

268 Villages Evangelized
3,944 Professions of Faith
2,462 Believers Baptized

Combined totals from all reports
received since our beginning in
January 1987 indicate there
have been ...

14,669 Churches Started

56,251 Villages Evangelized
462,891 Professions of Faith
148,300 Believers Baptized

A current total of all statistics
indicate there are ...

720 Preachers Supported
1,093 Preacher Sponsorships
81 TEAM Sponsorships
59 Orphans Supported
44 Countries involved in
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