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Progress Repport

A-Ti, shaman of the Akha tribal village known as “Cat's Eye”,
laid out his instruments of spirit worship to be burned, after
accepting Jesus as his Savior. His entire family has followed
Christ and there is now a church in his village. (cover story p. 7)
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The Jon Nelms family report “

i

When you read this report, | will be in
either Thailand or Myanmar. Please pray that
God will provide us with direction and
wisdom.

It was 15 years ago this month, that as a pastor of a Baptist church, 1
went to Thailand for the first time. | went there to video the work of a
missionary friend, for whom | intended to return to the States and raise
funds, but God had something else in mind. When | met the national
preachers, saw their burden, their churches, their labor and their
poverty, | dedicated myself to serve them. In the following years | fell in
love with Thailand. My family and | wanted desperately to move there
and work with the preachers. | asked two missionaries in Bangkok to
pray for me to know God's will. (They were both with outstanding
mission boards: The Baptist Bible Fellowship and BIMI) After several
days we met again, and both told me that they felt | should stay in
America and raise support for the national preachers. They said
something | will never forget ... “you can do more to reach these people
by raising support for their national missionaries, than you could ever
do here personally.” They were 100% right (in my case). Since that
time, nearly a half million souls have been led to Christ through the
preachers we support worldwide. You too have had a major part in this.

So it's back to Thailand | go, and the preachers there are waiting to
celebrate with me; 15 years of partnering in ministry. After this, like
Simeon, | believe that “my soul can depart in peace”; though like
Hezekiah, I'll probably be praying for another 15 years. This is just too
much fun!

| have been really, really blessed in the past months since returning
to the States. You just cannot imagine the number of sponsors and
pastors who have called to welcome us back, and to tell us how much
this ministry means to them. One in particular, a pastor in Ohio who has
been receiving our Progress Report for abut 18 months, called to say
that the story we had on Vietnam really touched his heart. When his
wife read our story about the African pastor who had died, and how his
wife and children need help, she sent in a generous check to help them.
He told me, “Jon, when | read your Progress Reports, | feel the burden
that you all have for lost souls. | have that burden too.” All | can say is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Have you seen
our new

Video
Presentation?

-

v

For years people have asked why
we don’t make a video. Well now
we have, and it is being used by
the Lord tremendously!

This fifteen minute video will
take you literally around the
world visiting preachers and

ministries supported by
Final Frontiers.

You will see their works and
catch their vision to reach their
own people with the gospel.

Some scenes are graphic how-

ever, as we make no attempt 1o

“water down” the reality of the
world’s mission fields.

And though love offerings are
welcome, the video is yours
FREE for the asking.

Just call 1-800-522-4324 and
order your copy today.

In-Home Misslons Prayer Méetlng

Call or emai! if you would be willing to allow a Final Frontiers representative ta come to your
home some evening and present our ministry to your “mission minded” friends from other

churches. Cur toll free number is 800-522-4324. Our emall address is:
HomeMeetings@finaifrontiers.org

If you have already done this and not received a reply, please send & agaln, as we
were having problems with our server and never recelved your request.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

thank you for sharing our burden, and thank you for the upcoming
meeting in your church. | pray that our presentation will be used by the
Lord to bless your people in a mighty way. “

Along those lines, from time to time we get, questions from sponsors
about the appropriate time to send in cards and funds for Christmas
ofterings to their preachers. Below is a table to help you understand
when those items need to reach our office. This is the method and the
time table that we have used since January 1995. The preachers are
accustomed to it. If you have not yet sent in a card and wish to do so,
please hurry. Though technically it is too late already, we will do
whatever is necessary to get it to your preacher as quickly as possible.

Are sent out during thru August

Are sent out during | September thru December

January thru April

Are sent out during

And now that the holiday season is coming on us, it is a good time to
mention several things. Let’s be thankful to God for all He has given us.
There is no price that can be put on the value of living in America and
being an American citizen. Billions would gladly trade places with you.
But along with the gratitude, let us give more than just our sympathy to
those in need. Let's back up our faith with our works. Let's also
remember to show our appreciation to our own pastors here in the
United States. Believe it or not, many of them are “poor” by our
standards, yet they serve faithfully. Honor them with your prayers and
notes of appreciation, and maybe even a little gift to help them get
through the remaining months of this year.

Yours for souls,
s /\

For all of you who have begged, suggested, complained and insisted,;
we are having a new family photograph done. It should be ready by the
next Progress Report. Get your darts ready!



Welcome New Sponsors

n

Sponsor; iy T

Preacher:

Country:.

| Lamar Hawkins
‘ Warner Robbins, GA.

| Mr. Terry Holdt ,
American Business Equipment
Kalamazoo, M B

I
0
|

Samuel and Winifred Durham
East Leroy, Mi

| Frelsburg Baptist Church
New Ulm, TX

| Kim Gotishall
New Castle, DE

Terry Schamp
Parkersburg, WV

Vickie Karnes
Rome, GA

William and Sharon Daniels
Gilbert, WV '

Lonn and Susan Spencer
| Ceresca, Ml =

Jim Vosburgh
Mayville, M

Nathan and Xnn Miller
Thousand Qaks, CA

New Haven Baptist Brotherhood
Gordon, GA

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cooper
Las Vegas

Sal and Kerry Reyes
Mundelein, IL

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Joslin
‘Vicksburg, Mi

Jesus Antonio Sandoval ‘Mexico™

Payal Gailans
Jean-Paul Amegbor
Amekoe M. Sokemawu
Guy Bouwissiwe

Manfredy Zelaya
Bernard Wanjala
Nguyen Toi

Nguyen Toi

Lazaro Vasquez

Luis Francisco Ramirez
Jose M. Lopez Perez
Huynh Thien Tu

Suresh Pavuri
Prasad Yenibera

Richard W. Wanyama
Stanley Njorge Kahiga
Timothy Gaddala

Bernard Wanjala

Russia

Togo

Togo
. Yogo

. Honduras
Kenya
Vietnam
Vietnam
Guatemalé
Mexico
Guatemala
Vietnam

India
India

Kenya
Kenya
India

Kenya
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What if you had no Bible?

“The heavens declare the glory of God...” Psalm 19:1

Last night as | was going to sleep, my
mind wandered to those who are living, but
are not alive. That is to say, those who have
not been “quickened” (made alive) by the
Holy Spirit through the redemption offered in
the sacrifice of God’s son, Jesus. Aimost im-
mediately, my mind was captured by the
thought. “If | did not have a Bible, what
would | know about God? How would |
know him?” Think about that for a moment.

My inclination was to answer with a single
word, “nothing.” Yet, my pondering was not Jon Nelms
liberated with such an immediate reply. |
thought longer, and what | discovered took me
into a praise session for the next hour. Let me share it with you...

in the evening, when the winds blow across the fields of tall grass, |
would learn that God is peace. Watching a doe caress her fawn, |
would see that God is loving. The constant boom of water crashing
hundreds of feet below the falls would demonstrate to me that He is
powerful, but at the same time, a handful of this same cool water on a
hot day would reveal that He is refreshing.

A mother stob'ping to nurse her infant child, kisses him gently on the
forehead. To me, this says God is caring. The birds on a limb above
my head, playing “leap frog” with one another, shows me that God has
a sense of humor. He enjoys the life He has created. The mother cat,
watching her kittens play on the sandy beach of a savannah, never
takes her eyes off of them, nor does she allow them to wander; fearing
the swooping talons of a hawk. This demonstrates God’s concern. The
clouds, each one as different as the snowflakes, shows the limitless-
ness of His imagination. The waves crashing on the shore all cry out in
testimony to His consistency. The stars that light up the night sky de-
clare His infinity; as the squirrels gathering their nuts testify of his provi-
sion and industry.
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Everything around us, below us, above us, reveals there is a God.
In Psalm 14:1 it says: "The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God.”
Perhaps God calls such men fools because to deny the existence of
God, is to deny the creation of God that surrounds them, that they
themselves are a part of. To deny he exists, is to deny our own exis-
tence, since He created us.

But then my thoughts snapped from praise to concern. | was baffled
by the question, “What is there in all of God'’s creation, that shows the
mercy and salvation of God?” As | thought on, and tried to invent an
ilustration by twisting nature to answer my question, | finally had to
yield to defeat. For me, | can think of nothing in creation that shows His
salvation; | see it only in Jesus! How marvelous is God’s salvation that
the human mind, in spite of all the evidence of God’s existence, His
love, care, concern, provision, humor, consistency, infinity, His power
and peace; in spite of it all, we cannot see His salvation, apart from His
Son.

Perhaps God did not build this into His creation because before the
fall of man, there was need for salvation; and for most men after the
fall, there was no desire for it. We want His concern and care. We de-
pend on His love and compassion. We cry out our rights to His provi-
sion and fairness. But as men, we don’t want what we cannot see, and
we cannot see eternity. Thus, we feel no need for His salvation. Yet,
God has engraved “eternity” into the heart of man. And that is why men
invent for themselves gods, and schemes of salvation that do not exist
and do not work. Salvation is found only in Jesus.

This thought brought me full circle once again. Without a Bible, |
could know about God, but how could | know God? So clear was the
answer: “ye are our epistles, known and read of all men.” (ICor. 3:2)
Unless we are God’s word to lost men, they will remain lost. And if we
cannot go to them, approach them, speak with them, then we had bet-
ter do all that we can to see to it that someone else can and does,
even if it means sacrificing our comforts and resources to accomplish
this.

Truly God’s salvation is so great that in our finite minds, we cannot
fully grasp it. We at present look through a tinted glass, in anticipation
of someday looking in the face of His Salvation. | wonder, who then will
stand beside me and look into Jesus' face, because | provided the
means for them; the means to not only know about God, but to know
Him? Who will stand beside you? Let’s strive together to do all we can,
while we can, to reach those we can - with the Gospel of Jesus Christ! ¥
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Child Care International

For more information on spohsoring a child see page 23

Name: Joseph Appiah
Location: Enyinase, Keea District, Ghana
Status: Orphan

Birth date: June 6, 1986

His background:

Joseph became an orphan when his fa-
ther was involved in a road accident in the
Ivory Coast. At only one year of age, he was
left in his mother’'s care. The poor woman
struggled with life but she could not endure
the hardships. Through sorrow and frustra-
tion, she became ill for seven years until she
died.

Joseph was left in his mother’s friends care. He was then eight years
of age. Joseph also had to struggle with life just as his late mother. The
woman treated him as a slave boy simply because he was an orphan.
The poor boy decided to run away from the woman’s house and stay
with his friends who spent every night at Olion Cinema hall. Finally, Jo-
seph became a homeless orphan, scavenging the depths of traps bins
for left over food. Sometimes he spent his nights in the market stalls.
He was struggling for his livelihood as a truck pusher and worse of all,
being used by unscrupulous adults to facilitate their shady deals.

During the International Dinner conference for orphans which was
organized by Rev. Richard Essilfie-Awortwe in the lvory Coast, Rev.
Richard gave an invitation to the children who were at the conference.
There, Joseph accepted the invitation to receive Jesus as his personal
Savior. Rev. Richard considered the situation of Joseph, that he
needed to be in the orphanage, so he brought him to Ghana.

Today, Joseph is in the orphanage attending school. He is in grade
six, hoping to enter Junior Secondary School next academic year. Jo-
seph can give Bible quotations, up to fifty verses on the spot.
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Kenya ! ]

Last trimester:

churches
started - 0

villages
evangelized - 2

people
saved - 68

converts
baptized - 68

From: Joseph M. Ndinguri
Sponsored by: James Kolkman, Ml

| take this opportunity to thank the Almighty God
for having enabled you to sponsor me by assisting
my family and for that reason it has been easy for me
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. My family is
well and at peace. Thank you so much for praying for
my wife Rachel who is now well and in good health.

The church is growing spiritually. Our*youth are
very active of the cause of evangelism. Now they
preach one to one evangelism and house to house
ministry.

On August we have focused on the orphans. We
shall visit their homes with food. Pray for me. There
was times robbers attacked me and | sustained head
injuries and it sometimes affects my walking dis-
tances. | sometimes feel like fainting. i seriously need
a machine motorbike to help me move quickly and
comfortably.

Personally | have grown spiritually as | teach the
Word of God. The plan | have is to reach the Masai
with the gospel through evangelism. Our goal for the
next six months is to:

1. Do church planting in the Masai Tribal area
2. Systemic teaching in the church
3. Leader’s training

God answered prayer and we now have a perma-
nent plot that we have bought this year. But we do
need Bible Study material for new converts.

Pray for my wife as we serve the Lord here in
Kenya. My daughter Ann is in grade two. Ben in nurs-
ery and Joy yet to join nursery next year. God bless
you. We love you and we pray for you.
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Last trimester:

churches
started - 2

villages
evangelized - 2

people
saved - 28

converts
baptized - 0

Final Frontiers Foundation

From: Kiatisak Siripanadorn

Sponsored by: Palmetto Land Baptist - S
Summerville, SC
First Baptist - Sterling Heights. MI
First Baptist Church - St. Francis, MN

Since January the Lord has opened the door for us
so much to bring the Gospel to many Akha, Lahu and
Palong villages, by using the medical team that came
from Michigan. They ministered to about a thousand
people in seven days. We saw so many souls come to
know the Lord; then after that, our evangelists
followed up with Bible study and bringing them to our
church or to the home of a Believer who was saved
before this time and use their home for Sunday
worship.

We thank the Lord for the two new churches
established a month ago and for the two camps we
had in April. One was for the hill tribe youth and the
other for the Thai youth at Pattaya Beach. Many souls
were saved through this ministry. | am also still having
Bible training three days each month among the hill
tribe people and it is going well with more Believers
attending.

Thank you so much for your part in the ministry and
sharing through Final Frontiers. What | got from you
through them | count as a great blessing, so that we

*could do more ministry for the Lord.

Please come and visit us again and see the work. |
do need more working funds, because the ministry is
growing and | have much things to follow up and | also
need and your prayers.

Thank you for your love to us, your burden for our
ministry needs, your sacrifices in giving to the Lord’s
work and faithful friendship to our family. | look forward
to seeing you soon.
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Now 1’4 your Urm...

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: (home) (office)

DO Please contact me about hosting a 0O Check here if
missions prayer meeting in my home. | this is a new
have friends | would like to invite to hear address or
a ministry presentation. phone number.

Please find enclosed my donation of: §

for the following worker

for the following project:

| like what Final Frontiers is doing around the
world and | feel led of the Lord to help out.

I am interested in making a monthly commitment to this
ministry. Please send me information on the following:

Sponsoring a national preacher

($35.00 monthly)

Sponsoring a country’s TEAM

(minimum of $10.00 monthly per country)
Sponsoring an orphaned, abandoned or destitute
child

($35.00 monthly)

Sponsoring the Final Frontiers home office
(any amount)

Membership in the Final Frontiers Society
($10.00 monthly)
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Final Frontiers Foundation

Sporsorslip Information

To obtain further information on sponsorship, refer to the “Now It's Your Turn” voucher,
or call us at 1-800-522-4324.

Sponsoring a national preacher is a simple process. Simply telf us
which country you are most burdened for and we'll provide you with information
on preachers living there who are approved for sponsorship. If you don’t have a
preference, we'll assign you a preacher from our most needy list.

Sponsorship is $35.00 monthly, however, since we get each preacher
two sponsors, you have the opportunity of providing double sponsorship
($70.00 monthly) if you prefer. This of course, is not required. The preacher
receives 72% of the funding in cash and 28% is used for operating expenses.
Of the 28%, nearly half is forwarded to the preacher “in kind" (postage fegs, film
and access to cameras to take pictures for their sponsors, travel costs, etc.)

As a sponsor you should receive correspondence when we send your
support to your chosen preacher three times annually.

Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be doctri-
nally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church planting
and discipleship.

Sponsorship of a TEAM can be done for as little as $10.00 monthly, or
for any other amount you wish. TEAM stands for Together Eftectively Advanc-
ing the Ministry. Though many preachers are being supported, they often col-
lectively lack ministry tools that can be useful. The purpose of the TEAM fund-
ing is to provide each country with money to be used for such things as pur-
chasing Bibles and tracts, printing literature, buying bicycles for the traveling
evangelists, building a church or Bible school, helping with emergency relief,
etc.

Each trimester as the funds are mailed abroad, the national coordina-
tor for every nation is asked to fill out a TEAM Report Form which we will send
to you. This will give you a first hand report of how your funds were effectively
used to advance the ministry in that land.

Sponsorship of an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child is
$35.00 monthly and provides for lodging, food, clothing, basic medical care, and
education.

All orphanages and home placement programs assisted by Final
Frontiers are administered by pastors who are supported through this
foundation, and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Trimesterly
correspondence is encouraged between the orphans and their sponsors.

Membership in the Final Frontiers Society is $10.00 monthly and is
used to fund special ministry projects overseas and our various international
offices.

23




Reports from the

FINAL FRONTIERS

Reports received since last
Progress Report
indicate there were ...

155 Churches Started

440 Villages Evangelized
2,089 Professions of Faith

754 Believers Baptized

Non-profit Org
U.S. Postage Paid
Louisville, GA
Permit No. 33

Combined totals from all reports
received since our beginning in
January 1987 indicate there
have been ...

15,057 Churches Started

58,380 Villages Evangelized
475,276 Professions of Faith
152,175 Believers Baptized

A current total of all statistics
indicate there are ...

757 Preachers Supported
1,101 Preacher Sponsorships
79 TEAM Sponsorships
44 Orphans Supported
48 Countries involved in

Please help us
save money on
return
postage by
informing us of
any change in your
address.

You may write us
at the address to
the
right or call
tolf free:

Final Frontiers Foundation
1200 Peachtree Street

Louisville, GA 30434
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