


pretty much caused the tradition to die out, except in remote areas of Burma where the villages have not
been dislocated by communism or a growing national economy.

The Palong are “cousins” of the Lisu tribe, and that is where our story begins. Years ago we were
introduced to a Lisu preacher named Yahmoon Berpa. Yahmoon speaks several languages and lives
within walking distance of a Palong village. In that region grow teak trees, which are extremely valuable.
However, due to deforestation, the Thai government has an ongoing moratorium on harvesting teak.
Anyone caught doing so goes to prison for a few years. Recently, someone in the area went and cut
down some of the teak, which led to a police raid of the Palong village. Evidently, the raid occurred at a
time when Yahmoon was present and doing either an evangelistic work or a church service. The end
result is that 54 men in the village were arrested. It could be years before they are released. We don't yet
know what has happened to Yahmoon. Please pray for him and his family.

This arrest has brought ufter destruction to the village, as the men are no longer there to hunt and farm.
Kiatisak Siripanadorn, our Thai director writes: “They have no rice and no food to eat”. With limited
funding left over from the last pay period, Kiatisak has sent assistance from our Thai Team Fund.
Unfortunately he adds: “it is only enough for 100 kgs. and good for only one day food supply per family”.
This a prime example of how Society funding could be used in emergency situations to relieve suffering
and glorify the name of Jesus among animist peoples. If you would like to send an offering to help with
this project, please designate your check as such.

Project: More Society Members

The purpose of the FFS is to help with staff needs here and to assist with projects such as these two you
have read about. Hundreds more remain. Perhaps the greatest project we have is to recruit Society
members, because if we had enough of them, we could meet these needs instantly, before unsaved
souls starve. Membership is set at just $45.00 annually, and though the year is almost half over, we still
invite those of you who have not joined to do so. Currently we have nearly 100 members for 1898, but |
would like to have a thousand.

Now that you can clearly see the need, would you take a moment to send in a check to cover your
membership in this unique Society. After all, if we as God’s people can give annually to the National
Geographic Society to receive their magazine and help fund “scientific” projects that to a large degree
support atheistic causes, surely we can give $45.00 extra each year to support what may be the
Christian alternative. No, you won't receive glassy, color magazines. But what you will receive will last
throughout eternity. | hope to hear from many of you in the near future.

Yours for souls,

elms
airman
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc.

P.S. | thought you would want to see the statistics current to the end of March, 1998.

In the last month there were a reported: There are currently:
73 new churches started 820 preachers sponsored
228 villages evangelized 1,172 preacher sponsorships
3,234 salvation decisions 93 TEAM sponsorships
1,148 new coverts baptized 49 orphans sponsored through

our Child Care subsidiary

9,244 churches started since our inception in January 1987
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May 22, 1998

To All Our Sponsors:

My name is Jake Cook, and | serve as Secretary-Treasurer of the Board 6f Directors of
Final Frontiers. | want to share some current information with you about the ministry of Final Frontiers
and | also want to thank you for your faithfuiness in sponsoring a preacher through this ministry as we
seek to serve these servants of Christ. We thank the Lord for the way He is using these men and their
families around the world for His glory, and for your work in praying for and supporting them. | am a legal
assistant with a law firm in Athens, Georgia, and | have been assisting Jon Nelms with the work of Final
Frontiers since 1991. | have known Jon, his parents and his brothers since 1969, when we first met while
under the ministry of Dr. Curtis Hutson at Forrest Hills Baptist Church in Decatur, Georgia. | thank the
Lord for the way He has used the Nelms family to advance the preaching of the gospel worldwide.

Lewis Nelms has become increasingly burdened to do more to help native pastors and
evangelists in southern Africa (where he has made a number of trips and conducted several crusades in
recent years). He has decided to resign as a staff member of Final Frontiers to begin a new ministry. -
Lewis has been an encouragement to me as we have been in meetings together and a great asset to
Final Frontiers. | feel that the time is right for him to start this new ministry and that he is well suited for
such a work. The Final Frontiers Board of Directors, at Jon’s urging, has given Lewis a computer, a laser
printer, a photocopier, file cabinets and other office equipment. In addition, Jon spoke with the
International Director, of the Southern Africa Region, and asked if the three nations involved there would
“consider going with Lewis” so that he would have a base to start from. We have also offered to help in
other ways such as doing printing, etc. We want Lewis to succeed because he is capable and we believe,
can continue to be very influential in getting scores of preachers sponsored. The one thing we did not
give to Lewis, nor authorize him to have is our Final Frontiers mailing list. It has been our policy from the
beginning not to loan, rent or sell our mailing list. The Board agreed that Lewis should be able to use the
list of churches he had personally spoken in over the years, so we granted that permission, but this was
only for churches. We want to make that clear so that our policy will not be compromised.

Just as he tries to hinder the ministry of your local church, Satan tries to hinder and
discredit the work of Final Frontiers. In this regard, the Lord brings to mind “Lest Satan should get an
advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.” (Il Cor. 2:11) and “Blessed are ye when men
shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad: for great is your reward in heaven ...” (Matt. 5:11,12) It seems that in
recent weeks Satan has become increasingly active in trying to harm the integrity, testimony and
reputation of Final Frontiers through the spread of rumors, false accusations, and gossip. Sometimes it
comes through someone motivated by jealousy and envy, but in some instances it comes from good
people with good intentions who think they "know what they are talking about”, but in reality do not. There
have been rumors such as “the preachers are not being paid” or “Final Frontiers has been mishandling
and misappropnating funds”. (The most ridiculous rumor we heard recently is that “Jon Nelms owns a
nude dance club in Honduras”.)

Through the funding af national and native preachers, we endeavor to gffectively advance the Gospelwhere it has never been before.



There are severalimportant points that | want to make at this time, in order to put an end to

the rumors that are circulating and to insure that you can continue to have confidence in the integrity of
Final Frontiers:

Since its beginning in 1987, every preacher sponsored through Final Frontiers has been paid in full
and in a timely manner, without exception, and if there were ever any evidence of mishandling or
iltegal and improper use of funds you can be sure that | would have no part in the work of this
ministry.

Final Frontiers has never taken part in any activities or transactions prohibited by the Georgia
Non-Profit Corporation Code, the IRS Code, or the Constitution and By-Laws of the Foundation. Due
to our status as a public foundation, IRS regulations and state law require strict accounting for use of
all funds at the Home Office and each of our national offices.

The Board of Directors takes responsibility for financial accountability seriously by conducting
detailed, regular reviews of all financial records, and to insure that we maintain the highest level of
accountability for you our sponsors. VWe are now having quarterly board meetings, rather than
semi-annual meetings. All board members are required to attend or to forfeit their seat on the board.

Currently an audit of the financial records is being performed by an independent accounting firm in
Augusta, Georgia, and is nearing completion. You may cali the office and request a copy be sent to
you once it is completed, if you like.

In spite of Satan’s attacks, God continues to give us victory in this work. New sponsors are

taking on preachers, and we are excited to announce that we now have a record number of preachers
sponsored and total sponsorships. The prospects for the future expansion of this ministry are exciting.
Our future is as bright as the promises of God, and we are looking forward to that day when the Lord
rewards you for your faithfulness in helping to spread the gospel through the support of national
preachers.

Thank you for continuing to pray for us and supporting us in this work of serving the

servants. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, concerns or comments (or if you want

me to put your name on the mailing list for Lewis’ new work). You may leave a message for me at my
home (770-725-2633) or contact me through Email at “jandjcook@mindspring.com”

Yours in Christ,




